NSL finals series 
We've got it covered with all the stats, previews and 
news on the NSL finals. 
Marcus Stergiopoulos exclusive 
Stergiboy’s year with the Kingz 

Plus, Walter Ardone (right) and Matildas 
Captain Alison Forman talks Pacific Cup 


May 16, 


By Aidan Ormond 


- pectacular and thoroughly invig- 
8 crating though they were in the 
» first leg, Sydney Olympic’s two- 
 ieg elimination final with Adelaide 
City Force is far from over. A side 


"like Zoran Matic’s is at its most 


when written off, like they were earlier this 
‘season when they sat on the bottom of the 


_NSL. 


Put simply, it's. not beyond the Zebs to win 
3-0, thus going through on the away goals rule. 
A certain 4-0 win over another Sydney side in 
the finals some years ago proof - as if we didn't 
already know - that you take nothing for granted 
when you tand in Adelaide. 

However, City's problem will-be in contain- 
ing the likes of Mendez, Marusic, Emerton and 
Cardozo. It's almost impossible to think that this 
foursome - on current form - cannot conjure up, 
or set up at least, one or more vital away goal. 

And therein lies Matic's dilemma. He sim- 
ply must go forward. Plus Costanzo is suspend- 
ed and Tobin left Belmore injured. 

Will Culina encourage his usual entertain- 
ing stance in the hope that, despite what Force 
does in front of goal, his side scores and thus 
give them a cushion no matter what? This is 
Culina's natural instinct, and Olympic's 
Strengths, so I'm picking Olympic to go through 
despite possibly not winning the second leg in 
front of an expected 15,000 at Hindmarsh. 

And besides, they are still smarting over 
their dumping by City in last year's final home 
and away round thus scuppering their top six 
chances, a fact I'm sure Culina will be keen to 


2000. $3.00 


impossi- 
ble, expect the underrated engi 
front. and centre of what would be the most 
famous of . His form this season has been 


to suggest he can fire up the City juggernaut. 
See Arlo White's match report and second 
leg preview on pages 14 and 15. 
If Marconi can somehow overcome the 


"powerful Carlton side in the other elimination 


final @ would set up a huge Sydney derby with 
Olympic. Somehow | don’t think this will happen. 
Cariton simply has too much ’ big time experi- 
‘ence to throw away their hard-earned lead. 

Coach Stu Munro knows that wily Dave 
McPherson - in prime form for the finals - togeth- 
er with Marth, Horvat and Lapsansky have the 
fight temperament for such an occasion. And in 
Simon Colosimo and Archie Thompson (now a 
strong Olyroo candidate) they have two wonder- 
fully inventive players to complement the side's 
dour facets. 

‘Still Marconi could win it, but it won't hap- 
pen by trying to ouftmuscle their opponents - 
they tried that on Saturday with disastrous con- 
sequences (the home team was penalised 27- 
11 In the free kick count with six yellow and one 
red card given.) 

The key to victory is Sean Babic and Chad 
Gibson. If Babic can shrug off his fitness prob- 
lems - and this is only a possibility - he can con- 
tinue his goalscoring vein against a defence that 
has been siow at times this year. 


Continued on page two 


Rounds 25-34 poi L Fi OA 
Adelaide Force 10 8 4 i 24° «10 
Carlton 10 it) 4 tga 3h) 
Melbourne Knights 10 6 0 4 17 #14 
Perth Glory 10 6 i) Saees) 119 

Wollongong Wolves 10 5 2 3° 23 ~=«10) 
Brisbane Strikers 10 4 4 2° 13 10 
Marconi Stallions 10 5 1 4 20 20 
Parramatta Power 10 5 0 § 13 g 
Canberra Cosmos 10 4 3 3 1 18 
Football Kingz 10 5 0 Sree § 20) 
South Melbourne 410 4 e 4 17 15 
Sydney Olympic 10 3 2 See: 13. 
Northern Spirit 10 3 i} to El 
Newcastle Breakers 10 2 2 6 9 16 
Sydney United 10 2 1 re 5 18 
Gipps'and Falcons 10 4 1 8 7 20 
Rnds 1 to 17* P Ww D L F A 
Sydney Olympic ‘17 10 -oeeraeeoe- 16) 
Wollongong Wolves: 17 S 5 3. 33°«24 
Newcastle Breakers 17 8 6 BF tht 

Cariton 17 8 5 4 30 18 
Perth Glory ‘lee 8 5 4. 31. 22 
Brisbane Strikers 17 8 4 Sepals 
Football Kingz 7 i gi 5.34: 28) 
Marconi Stallions 17 8 2 Ui CE 2 
South Melbourne 17 6 4 ee | 
Parramatta Power 7 6 3 8 29 30 
Northem Spirit 7 6 2 9 16 23 
Gippsland Falcons ili 5 5 Re 
Adelaide Force ive 4 6 i 16eeg 
Canberra Cosmos 7 4 SSOP 2) eae 
Melbourne Knights 7 4 Sm Oe 1G) sa) 
Sydney United 17 kj <a 10 24 
Rds 18-34 P OW D L F A 
Adelaide Force ee Ue 2 3°41 °° «18 
Perth Glory 2% Shh 2 4 29 29 
Melbourne Knights 17 9 I 5) 28 24) 
Marconi Stallions az, 8 5 4 31 26 
Carlton 17 9 2 (i ie 24) 
Wollongong Wolves 17 8 4 5 39 20 
South Melboume 17 8 3 Qo gh 2B 
Parramatta Power ili 8 2 dase ire 
Football Kingz 17 8 le) By kD stil 
Sydney Olympic 17 6 4 7 24 24 
Brisbane Strikers iy 5 6 6 20 24 
Newcastle Breakers 17 6 3 8 19 23 
Canberra Cosmos 17 5 6 6 23 32 
Norther Spirit alte 5 i ki heey 
Gippsland Falcons i 2 au 12") ie eed 
Sydney United Afi 2 213: 9 3 


Here is a quick look at how some of the sides did in various stages of the season. 


*Includes deferred games played in second half of the season. 
Tables courtesy of McRopod Concepts Sport Systems. 
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SOCCEROO UPDATE 
le can confirm we're playing 
Paraguay, at the Sydney Football 

Stadium on 9 June; The Gabba on 12 

dune; and on 15 June at Colonial Stadium 

in Melbourne: Expect Okon back and 

Stuart Lovell is a chance of being selected. 

Still on ‘matters national, new youth coach 

Ange Postecoglou arrived in Brisbane fast 

night to see some of the best young 

Queenslanders at U/16 fevel. He is with 

Jim Selby, the national coaching manager. 

SECOND TEAM IN PERTH? 
iven the wonderful success of Perth 
‘Glory some say 8 second team 

should be explored. On the other hand 
others say Perth may not be big enough 
for 2 second side: If sources close to 

Soccer West Coast (the state federation) 

are to he believed, the project to have a 

second side in the NSL from Perth is most 

definitely a work In progress, with SWC 
backing the venture. It is also belleved that 

Glory and SWC are not on the best of 

terms, with Glory stating in the past it is too 

early for a second side in Perth. 
SAVAGE SIGHTING 
n amongst the heaving mass of excited 
girlie teenage poppets at the 

Garden gig at the Sydney Ent | 

Spirit hardman ai 

nist lan Crook. t 


although judging from’ his comments, he 
wens heen une eee 


courses," said Kalac. The 27 year old, 


ances with Sydney United before embark- 
Ing on a career with Roda JC in the 
Netherlands where he has become a 
crowd favourite, 

WA LEAGUE'S NEW SPONSOR 


One who are part of the AAP.T. 
SmartChat group. They take over from 
Mcinerny Ford who have shifted their 
focus to the 1st Division. Celular One has. 
signed a three-year contract with the 
League worth $25,000 a season. And with 
WA state league side Cockburn City ian- 
guishing at the foot of the table (after four 
rounds with just one win to their credit), 
well-respected coach Gerry Christie hed 

enough and resigned. It came after his 
team put in a depressing display against 


Continued from front page 


And should Gibson be sufficiently 
focussed - and given Marth's presence in 
the middle of the park this is no easy task 
- Marconi's most influential player this sea- 
son would love to wreak some havoc. 

And let's not forget Brad Maloney and 
Mike Smith. Both will be key if the Stallions 
are to stay on the finals bill, particularly if 
Cariton try getting physical with a side they 
perceive to be weaker than them. 


Players 
yo =play in front of big crowds, its an attrac- 


2.02 metre goalkeeper made 143 appear” 


Inglewood United recently, eventually 
going dewn 2-0. 
POWER SCHOOL 

arta Power have launched its Centre 

of Excellence, the first fully funded 
soccer academy in the NSL designed to 
‘educate and develop individual players’, 
said a Power press release. When there is 
a press conference we can tell you more 
about this interesting development. 

HAMMING IT UP IN NORWAY 

foreat Athena have lost the services of 

diminutive forward Vas Kalogeracos to 
European interests.  Kalogeracos has 
spent the past couple of months in Perth 
waiting to hear from several clubs with 
whom he trialled earlier in the year, and 
the call finally came last week from 
Norwegian outfit HamKam. He will sign 
with the club initially for a two month peri- 
od, but should things work out well 
between the two parties that is expected to 
be extended. 

CURCIJA SIGNS 

erth Glory have signed Michael 

Curcija for next season, writes Brett 
Kiueznik But the promising forward may 
be on the move again without making an 


know they can come here and 


NGATA THE TIP 
"or the Kingz player of the year, captain 
* Harry Nagata is the hot tip to win. Those 
‘coming close would be Vicelich and 
ergi two players who have fea- 
tured in |S's all-stars side. Next week will 
feature the final all-stars of the home and 
away rounds, for the month of April and 
early May. And in Wollongong, Paul Reid 
has signed for two more years. Reid is a 
former teammate of Harry Kewell's. 
SOME CROWD STATS 
5 regular season crowds: 98/99 
Sprit-Olympic 18,985, 1979 Newcastle 
KB-Olympic 18,367, 9/899 Perth-Sth Melb 
18,067, 97/98 Perth-Meib-Knights 17,764, 
98/99 Spirit-Perth 17,722. KB Utd crowds 
were (comparatively) greet, they had two 
‘more 12000+ crowds. There were some 
good crowds in 60's, eg APIA-Pan Hellenic 
19,676 in 1963, but these were by far the 
exception; average NSW first division 
crowds peaked at 3,490 in 1963, but by 
1967 this average was down to 2,250. 
‘Thank you Andrew Howe for these figures. 


See pages 12 and 13 for John 
Vrtaric's first leg analysis and second leg 
preview. 

This tie is not over, but in finals foot- 
ball it is not often that a side so obdurate 
as Cariton's will let go of the bone. 

* And for the much-anticipated major 
semi-final first leg in Wollongong between 
Wolves and Perth Glory, see facing page 
for Greg Blake's analysis. 
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Wollongong Wolves v Pe 


Will Nick T’s barnstorming reds get Bernd 


By Greg Blake 


he final chapter of Wollongong’s 

one very special season will be 
written by around 7pm this Sunday. 
The double chance’ ensures 
Wollongong's world doesn't implode 
should they ‘fail in the club's biggest 
exam since 1988 - when John 
Fleming's Wolves crashed on the run- 
way after finishing top of the ladder - 
but this weekend's first leg Major Semi 
Final against Perth may ultimately 
determine their season anyway. 

The most anticipated match-up of 
the season to date will either set 
Wollongong up for a genuine crack at the 
big prize or open the door for Perth to end 
the campaign with momentum and two 
consecutive home finals. 

And the mood of both camps sug- 
gests as much. 

Perth boss, Bernd Stange, smiling, 
relaxed and expansive, is seemingly lap- 
ping up the hysterical attention his team is 
receiving in the west. 

Already intense by nature, 
Wollongong's Nick Theodorakopoulos 
has actually underscored the enormity of 
the event by politely evading much of the 
media spotlight. 

Unusually tight-lipped and reluctant 
to allow his charges unwanted distrac- 
tions, Theodorakopoulos offers merely 
broad philosophies. 

"Just getting to where we are is a 
bonus for both the club and the south 
coast of NSW," he says. 

"in the finals there is an element of 
luck, a bit like Russian Roulette.” 

A loose interpretation probably 
teflects the general feeling that 
Wollongong has been a bit special in the 
preliminaries, but we can’t guage how 
good until the punches start flying in cen- 
tre ring. 

The Wolves play the game with the 
button stuck on fast-forward; a confronta- 
tional, in-your-face attacking game and if 
they approach the finals in the same man- 
ner a Wollongong success this season 
would be good for football. 

But Wollongong has done most 
damage this summer when bullying sides 
we now know couldn't cut it; they've not 
beaten Perth, Marconi or Olympic and go 
into the play-offs with the poorest record 
of all the finalists in all-top six match-ups 


during the regular season. 

And the record-breaking 72 goals is 
deceptive, with 59 (@ 2.68 per game) 
coming against the also rans and a much 
less productive 13 coming in 
Wollongong's dozen games against other 
top six sides (@ 1.08 per game). 

The lauded multi-pronged assault 
force has thus far hoisted its skirt and 
squealed ‘eeeek’ when confronted by 
teams which neither wilt nor panic. 

Glory does neither. 

Perth is too polished to be overawed 
by the occasion, nor will a team which 
plays to huge crowds every second week 
be intimidated by the expected 15,000 
full-house at Brandon Park. 

The NSL pre-season favourite has 
been good to very good since opening 
day; winning more and losing less than 
any other team and capable of dishing out 
a slapping. 

Stange's rebounding defensive unit 
led the league in clean sheets this season 
and they'll tackle Wollongong's customary 
blistering start on Sunday with confi- 
dence, having not conceded a single goal 
in the last 287 minutes of the regular sea- 
son. 

And that includes the crucial win less 
than two weeks back when Petkovic, 
Naven, Milier, Valle, Harnwell and Co. 
kept the Wolves to zero at Brandon Park 
for only the second time this season. 

On its day Wollongong suggests that 
it is good enough to win it all this season, 
but living life dangerously against very 
good teams is fraught with danger. 

Bravado and daring will occasionally 
win the big occasion, high stakes games, 
but against a Perth team which has rolled 
every other play-off team at least once 
this year and taken all six points from the 
Wolves this year Wollongong will have to 
dig deeper and find much more. 

If Nick's boys can inflict some dam- 
age in this first leg and take something 
substantial to defend to WA a week later 
Wollongong is as good as even money 
over three finals in four weeks, two of 
them at home. 

If they blow it the Wolves will strug- 
gle to maintain the pace over four finals 
on consecutive weekends and culminat- 
ing with Perth at Perth on grand final day. 

This weekend is every bit the season 
decider for the Wollongong wonders. 


Tickets: Ring Wolves on 4226 


7o16Ys $8 
Oto6Ys $3 


General Admission: Adult $13 


Concession $13 


7to 16 Yrs $8 
Oto6Ys$3 


Family(2/Adults 277 to 16 Vs) $32 
Family Extras $5 per Extra Child 


th Glo 


AP 


Key players: Wolves’ English striker Stuart Young and Glory’s Robbie Trajkovski, who played 
| _ in the last big Grand Final, when 40,000 fans saw Brisbane beat Sydney United in 1997. 


43,000 fans for 
Wolves visit to Perth 


By Brett Klucznik 


Tre hottest sports tick- 
et in Perth lasted just four days as 


Glory established a Preliminary 
Final record of 27,548 when they 
downed Marconi 1-0 at the WACA. 
Ground last May, But the largest crowd 
was three years ago when 40.446 tumed 
up to watch the Grand Final between 
Brisbane Strikers and Sydney United at 
Suncorp Stadium, 

And that may not be the only record 
broken by Glory. West Coast Eagles 
have the ground attendance record of 
42,209 set in June 1997 against St Kilda, 
but indications are that Giory wili pass 
that mark with ease, a fact which pleas- 
es Glory general manager Roger Lefort 
no end. 

“At this stage we are looking at a 
full house at Subiaco Oval, something 
around 43,000," he'said. “If we can‘seil 
almost 43,006 tickets in three days then 


\ say to the AFL, watch out.” 
Teenage sensation lvan Ergic was 
also thrilled at the prospect of playing in 


ft was obvious these wouldn't last — for 


jong and with the telephone call centre 
working at full capacity with over 100 
taking calls, 4,000 seats were 

sold in the first hour. 
Demand was so great that the club 
put on sale an addition 3,200 restricted 


record set, not just for the finals series, 
but for the competition as a whole. 


Tuesday 16 May, 2000 


At this stage, the May 27 game will 
not be shown live on TV in Perth despite 


mers may consider a delayed telecast. 
"I've asked them about it and they 
are looking into'it,” Lefort said. 


ow lame was Sydney United 
Fi over the course of its worst-ever 
NSL season? 

Lame enough that United's entire 
team was outscored 
over the course of the 
season by Adelaide 
City's 22-goal marks- 
man, Damian Mori, with 
the wooden spooner's 
team total of 19 also 
equalled by Olympic's 
Pablo Cardozo and 
Michael Curcija of South 
Melbourne. 

Last season 
Cardozo and then 
Sydney United's Mile 
Sterjovski were also a 
goal better than famen- 
table Gippsland in 
98/99, but such statisti- 
cal gems have other- 
wise been a rarity. 

You have to go 
back to 1985, when 
South Melbourne's 
Charlie Egan edged 
Newcastle Rosebud 21 
to 20, for the last time it 
occured and back to 
1984, when South's 
Doug Brown was more 
prolific than Brisbane 
City (22 to 21) to find the only previous 
occasion. 

Just to publicly dak the Falcons com- 
pletely, Mori's individual goal tally over his 
last five campaigns is an impressive 104, 
a mere 22 less and rapidly gaining on 
Gippsland’s pathetic 126 over an identical 
period. 

Somebody draw the tarp and hand 
me the rifle, please. 


ihe concept of players outscoring 

whole teams over a 34-round sea- 
son is slightly comical, but also 
reflective of dimishing NSL stan- 
dards. 

The fact that over the course of a 
season we can measure the contribu- 
tions of single individuals favorably 
against those of entire clubs lends sig- 
nificant support to those who have long 
maintained that there are too many 
clubs in the league. 

I'd always thought otherwise, but it 
is telling that the only other period in 
which similar disproportionate figures 
were posted was between 1984 and 
1986, when the NSL expanded to 24 
clubs and split into two divisions. 

A diluted talent pool created huge 
gulfs between the top clubs and their 
poorer relations, just as is developing 
now between the NSL haves and have- 
nots. 

While back to a workable 16-clubs 
NSL these days, the equaliser in the 
equation is those 100 or more Aussie top- 
liners now plying their trade overseas. 

The rich get richer and can afford to 
lure the top shelf talent, leaving the obvi- 
ous culprits unable to compete and with 
little light at the end of the tunnel. 

Hands up who didn't pick the trifecta 
to fill the places at the foot of the NSL 
standings long before the 99/00 even 
kicked off? 

Decimated Sydney United's fall was 
predictable, while Gippsland and 
Canberra have pretty much made going 
nowhere look easy in the past three or 
four seasons. 
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Both clubs have struggled since they 
joined the comp and will likely to continue 
to do so in the foreseeable future, 
although eventually you'd reckon even 
they will simply tire of 
turning up to get 
flogged. 

The argument 
in favor of reducing 
the number of clubs 
now further substan- 
tiated, those with a 
fair dinkum concern 
for the longer term 
health of the NSL 
must also consider 
ensuring some 
degree or parity and 
a level playing field 
for all. 

Salary caps and 
player drafts are gen- 
erally dismissed as 
dirty words in soccer 
circles, but they are 
the most obvious 
options until some- 
one offers a more 
practical solution to a 
vexing problem. 

If we are going 
to go the trouble of a 
league reformation 
with a supposedly 
elite dozen clubs eventually making cut 
for season 2001/2002, would it also not be 
sensible to allow them an decent chance 
of being competative? 


like George Vasilopoulos a lot, but 
sometimes believe he should keep 
his emotion-charged trap shut. 

As the news broke of Michael Curcija 
signing for Perth Glory last week the long- 
time South Melbourne president publicly 
opened both barrels to the media. 

“Now I'm beginning to figure out why 


South President George Vasilopoulos: report- 
edly said his players couldn't wait to finish the 
season. 


we didn't succeed this season,” he was 
quoted as saying in the daily press. 

"There may have been players with 
hidden agendas who couldn't wait for the 
season to finish.” 

| sincerily hope that George was 
taken way of context, for implied criticism 
of Curcija is way out of order. 

While other high-profile South 
Melbourne stars disappeared into limbo 
around him the big bloke had a stellar 
career year for South Melbourne and can 
hold his head high. 

The signature of a greatly matured 
player is producing when it gets tough and 
in a domestic season which was hugely 
disappointing for South Melbourne Curcija 
still rampaged his way to 18 goals and let 
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no-one down. 


he loss of Michael Curcija 

to Perth Glory might well 
have at least partially solved a 
vexing problem for the person 
eventually charged with the 
duty of replacing dual-pre- 
miership winning coach, Ange 
Postecoglou, at South 
Melbourne. 

Color Steve losifidis as 
good as gone as well, while at 
least two other South stars are 
on rival club hit-lists and’ there 
will inevitably be a retirement or 
two in the close season. 

So the question no longer 
facing the new boss is whether 
the nucleus of the championship 
team from '98 and '99 needs a 
minor quick-fix or a major over- 
haul. 

Just back up the moving 
vans. 


A: professionalism increas- 
ingly becomes the NSL old guard's 
version of purgatory, those based east 
now look west to see the face of the 
antichrist. 

And the face of the beast is the Glory 
club, the NSL's biggest success story 
since the show began in 1977 but more 
recently considered the bar-raising bas- 
tards from WA. 

His club recently stripped of Perth- 
bound stars, Michael Curcija and Steve 
losifidis, South Melbourne president, 
George Vasilopoulos, also offered the 
thought-provoking possibility of a bleak 
future for the once traditionally power- 
house domestic clubs. 

Vasilopoulos believes the brave 
new face of the NSL - led by Perth Glory 
- has initiated a dangerous inflationary 
cycle which could decimate some of the 
older clubs. 

He says the new fully-professional 
clubs are driving player salaries rapidly 
upwards, thus forcing many of the tradi- 
tional clubs to live well beyond their 
means to stay competitive. 

Perhaps one for Soc.Aus to take a 
look as we head towards NSL re-struc- 
turing. 

Survival of the fittest is cute in theo- 
ry, but the danger is that Perth's success 
could ultimately cripple the rest of the 
competition. 

The only danger for the Perth club is 
itself. 

If current trends continues Glory 
could actually outgrow the league. 

An entire state to themselves, a 
support base the envy of everyone, blan- 
ket local media cover, a bank balance 
boasting black numerals and blossoming 
corporate support, Perth has the poten- 
tial to eventually own the cream of the 
home-grown talent and dominate the 
competition like no club has before. 

Terrific for the Sandgropers, but a 
league with such a fragile support base 
as itis already would eventually die on the 
vine. 


arlton didn't have a friend in the 

world between Christmas and 
March, winning just two from 12 starts 
and looking for all the world in need of 
the paramedics. 

But ! reckon Carlton's season turned 
around with the return to senior footy of 
Simon Colosimo, the kid who purrs like a 
Ferrari. 

Colosimo ran off the bench the night 
Carlton pulled out a big one to beat Perth 
in Melbourne and from that point his side 
went on a 6-1-1 run and into the finals on 
a high. 

It can't be complete coincidence that 
the same Carlton team which had strug- 


Michaet Curcija: South’s loss is Glory’s gain: 


gled to beat its youth team on the training 
track only weeks before suddenly 
bounced back to roll the likes of Perth, 
Olympic and Wollongong once Colosimo 
was back on board. 

The team had found a bit of touch in 
the couple of weeks prior to his comeback 
game and Colosimo hasn't been overly 
flash, but even the kid's mediocre to fair 
form is enough to give coach Stuart Munro 
an exceptionally valuable extra option. 

And | believe that the mood around 
the club lifted considerably as ‘Super 
Simon headed into the final weeks of his 
comeback from the horrific injury suffered 


Simon Colosimo: purrs like a Ferrari. 


in a not-so-friendly against a team based 
somewhere around Lancashire, in the UK. 

| believe Marconi is red-hot keen to 
add the classy thoroughbred to the 
Stallion stable currently trained by 
Colosimo's rookie NSL coach at Cariton, 
‘Smooth’ Eddie K, but don't put down your 
glasses just yet. 

I'm not sure what Colosimo's advi- 
sors have in mind for him but ! understand 
that other clubs prepared to consider put- 
ting quill to parchment with him constitutes 
a field of several. 

Fair enough too, because Colosimo 
isea dead-set, black book special to strut 
his exquisite skills on the world stage, 
probably sooner than later. 


Cauldron 
of fear says 
Bernd Stange 


Ww: the rush for finals tickets well 
under way, Perth Glory moved on 
to Australian Rules ground Subiaco 
Ovai for its first taste of the arena in 
preparation for its finals showdown 
with Wollongong Wolves. 

After a brisk warm-up and a few 
skills sessions, the players had an impro- 
vised game of Aussie Rules with a ball 
borrowed ‘from on-looking West Coast 
Eagles players. 

Although the kick-around might 
have been strangely alluring to the scat- 
tered Glory supporters who had stumbled 
upon the session after purchasing their 
tickets, it was a bizarre experience for 
some in the squad who were taking on 
the odd-shaped ball game for the first 
time. "It's a little bit strange for Aurelio 
and Edgar Junior from Brazil, and for me 
as well as Mich D'Avray - we have never 
seen such a ball," said a bemused Bernd 
Stange. 

The importance of the session for 
Stange was that his players started to 
become familiar with the surroundings 
and the surface, which got a thumbs up 
from the coach and the players. 

"Its great for soccer," Stange said. 
“| think the groundsman will prepare a 
good surface." 

Stange urged Australian Rules foot- 
ball followers to come out in support of 
Glory when it takes on Wollongong. 

"The Aussies, they should forget for 
a couple of days football and they should 
turn to soccer. We will prepare together 
with our fans a cauldron of fear here in 
Perth.” 


By Brett Klucznik 


cott Miller, one of only four Glory 

players to survive from the side 
which first took the field for Perth in 
the NSL, on October 13 1996, said that 
being crowned minor premiers meant 
a lot more to him than some of the 
newer players in the squad. 

"Being there from day one, seeing 
us written off before we even got the 
chance to play in the NSL, and then four 
years later with all the supporters, grow- 
ing in numbers every year, to give them 
back something like the minor premier- 
ship is a really special moment for me." 

Bernd Stange praised the younger 
players in the Glory line-up after the final 
found win over Northern Spirit. "They 
did really well with little experience in the 
N.S.L. - | am proud of them," he said in 
paying tribute to the likes of Ivan Ergic 
(19), Dion Valle (22), Liubo Milicevic (19) 
and Jamie Harnwell (22). 

He was also quick to point out that 
he was not alone in getting Glory to the 
top of the N.S.L. heap. 

“It's a big success and the result of 
good teamwork over four years. I'll never 
forget the first step by Gary Marocchi 
from amateur soccer to semi-profession- 
al soccer and now we are very close to 
full professional soccer. It’s a first step in 
a short time in the club's history.” 

NSL general manager Stefan 
Kamasz said that Glory was arguable the 
most professional club in the land - and 
paid tribute to their legion of supporters. 


Would you like to 
win this Real 
Soccer Pack? 


Containing balls, cap, t-shirt, bag, 


shin pads, water bottle, pump. 


Value $250 
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"They are without a doubt the best 
in the world,” he said. 

He wasn't the only one to salute 
the Perth Oval faithful with Graham 
Amold saying, "if the Grand Final is in 
Perth, Glory must be favoured with 
40,000 voices behind them.” 

Meanwhile Glory captain Gareth 
Naven opted to keep it simple, 
“Fantastic - keep supporting us, only a 
few more weeks to go.” 


he debate over what constitutes a 

championship winning side in 
Australia is still raging on, particular- 
ly now with a foreign coach winning 
the minor premiership. 

"For me personally, the next four 
weeks are not necessary,” Bernd 
Stange said. 

"At the end of the season, the 
champion is the champion. Nowit's a lit- 
tle bit lottery.” 

With Glory the most consistent 
side in the competition over the past 
seven months, the Stange believes that 
there are too many outside influences 
which could now decide the champi- 
onship including "the referee, injuries, 
suspension - so many factors - bad luck, 
rain, thunderstorms.” 

Amold concurred, saying: "Il agree 
totally. If you play 34 games and you're 
on top of the ladder after 34 games, 
you're the most consistent side in the 
league so it should be over.” 

Former Socceroo Robbie Slater 
said he expected Glory to go on and be 
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Scott Miller; one of the original players at Perth 
from their inaugural 1996 season. Four years 
later they are crowned minor premier. 


crowned champions in front of a full 
house at Subiaco Oval on June 11. 

"Over 34 games they've finished top 
of the pile and for me they are the best 
team in the country," he said before 
adding "[But] we're in Australia and the 
big one is the Grand Final.” 
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By Brett Klucznik 


eports emanating from the west 

late last week claimed that former 
England international Paul Gascoigne 
was heading to Perth in late June for 
two guest appearances with E.C.U. 
Joondalup. But less than 12 hours 
after the story broke, the midfielder's 
English club Middlesbrough poured 
cold water on the joan deal. 

In a career that has seen the mid- 
fielder play for some of the biggest clubs 
in Europe, it was claimed that Gascoigne 
would fly to Australia at the end of the 
month to spend the summer in Perth on 
loan with state league side Joondalup 

Gary Williams of World Sports 
Management said Middlesbrough had 
agreed the deal with the State League 
club in the hope that a change of scenery 
will help 32-year-old bounce back from a 
miserable season. 

It was believed that Joondalup would 
pay Gascoigne's living expenses while in 
W.A. with the Premier League outfit pick- 
ing up his wages of more than $34,500 a 
week. 

Joondalup coach Paul Simmons 
(also a Geordie) was confident the mid- 
fielder will play for his club. "We are still 
sorting out the contract details," he said. 
“We are towards the end of negotiations. 
How big is this for Australian soccer? 
One of the biggest names in the world 
game is coming to play for the Western 
Australian State champions ... you bring a 
guy like Gascoigne over Western 
Australia and he'll be the biggest player to 
have graced these shores, not just of 


Wester Ausiralia but Australia in general 
... Our football is heading in the right direc- 
tion and it helps bringing over big names." 

Simmons said: Joondalup had been 
able to get Gascoigne to the negotiating 
table through former Sheffield 
Wednesday, Everton player Mick Lyons, 
who is the Director of Coaching at the 
club's Youth Development Academy (and 
ex Canberra Cosmos coach.) 

With Gascoigne known to be a keen 
angler, Joondalup looked to have beaten 
off interest from the United States as well 
as several other Australian sides with the 
tempting offer of some of the best fishing 
in the world. 

The club are banking on Gazza's 
pulling power to cover their investment 
and will make the transition easier by 
reuniting him with his old Tottenham and 
England team-mate Chris Waddle who 
has been confirmed to play a number of 
games for the Perth side. 

But Gascoigne's adviser in the UK 
Mel Stein described the move as "prema- 
ture,” which appeared to be spot on. 

"There is a bit of smoke but no fire. 
There has been an initial approach but no- 
one has spoken to me. For anything to 
occur three things have to happen. 
Middlesbrough have to agree to any 
move, Paul has to agree to go and | have 
to be contacted about terms. That has not 
happened.” 

Stein, speaking on Sky Sports.com, 
added: "| am amazed. All | know is there 
has been an indication and we have heard 
on the grapevine about this but it is 
absolutely premature. Paul has a holiday 
lined up but that is the same for any other 
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The Great Gazza Media Beat-Up! 


Premiership player. 

“At the end of the 
day Paul is a player 
with Middlesbrough, 
they pay his wages. It 
is all racing ahead of 
itself. | have never 
spoken to anyone from 
Joondalup.” 

Middlesbrough 
boss Bryan Robson 
has described the deal 
as "way over the top 
speculation." 

Having viewed the 
television interview with 
Joondalup officials he 
said: “| was amazed 
and surprised when | 
watched the television 


q ; ‘| 
E.C.U. Joondalup thought all their Christmases had come at once 


with Geordie pair Gascoigne (right) and Waddle coming out to play 
guest games. The story appears a little premature at this point. 


interview today. The 
quotes from the 
Joondalup manager 
were astonishing. No agreement has 
been reached with any club over a loan 
move for Gazza. 

“After next week | will sit down with 
him and decide whether he should play 
football abroad or stay with-us to build up 
his fitness." 

Should the deal proceed as hoped 
and Gazza does make his way to Perth, it 
wouldn't be the first time that the city has 
seen some of the world's greats playing in 
the local League. 

England's World Cup winning cap- 
tain Bobby Moore spent time with 
Inglewood Kiev in the early 1980's and fol- 
lowing in his footsteps were Bobby 
Chariton (Perth Azzurri), Alan Ball (Floreat 


Athena), Trevor Brooking (Kelmscott 
Roos), George Best (Osborne Park 
Galeb), Mike Channon (Gosnells City) 
and Jimmy Case (Waneroo British) make 
appearances in Perth. 

Gascoigne has kept a low profile 
since breaking his arm against Aston Villa 
in mid-February. He was immediately 
taken to hospital amid fears that his play- 
ing time in the Premier League was over, 
concerns that were heightened when a 
succession of injuries hampered hopes of 
an early return. 

Both Boro and Gascoigne feel it is in 
his best interests to escape from the glare 
of the English scene in an attempt to 
repair a career which has looked in termi- 
nal decline. 


MYTHICAL BOOT 
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Ali Forman: Fighting 
for Matildas glory 


By Aidan Ormond 


t 31 Matildas captain Alison 

Forman is looking towards the 
next World Cup - quite possibly in 
Australia - as being her swansong on 
the international stage after playing in 
the previous two World Cups, yet like 
most football-obsessed players her 
desire for the sport is such that she 
never wants to stop because, as she 
says, "I love every game and want 
always to be able to play.” 

Certainly her form in the Australia 
Cup in January (her goal against the US 
was a cracker) would suggest these will 
be her best years, which is good news 
for coach Chris Tanzey (below) in the 
lead-up to the naming of his Olympic 
squad on June 18. 

"| think since the Australia Cup in 
January we have come a long way,” 
Forman, who has 56 caps and six goals 
for Australia, explained. "Particularly in 


WEDNESDAY 31 MAY 2000 
AIS Aihletics Arena 
2.00 pm Canade vN Zealand 


the last couple of months the side has 
sharpened up and gotten a lot 
stronger because we are not only 
training six days a week, but playing 
mens sides who are very fast and 
physical." 

The Matildas have been playing 
mens U/16 and senior sides. 
Previously they were pitting them- 
selves against over 35 mens selec- 
tions in their training games. 

Forman, from Maitland in 
NNSW, also rejects the idea that the 
six days a week program at the AIS 
leads to fatigue and staleness within 
the squad. 

"No, we are trying to catch up on 
the years that we did not have the 
AIS. You get the unity and of course 
at the end of the day soccer is a team 
game.” 

Forman, a full-time resident 
scholarship holder at the AIS, also 
works 15 hours per week on site at the 
AIS as a delivery person. "It gets me 
away from soccer and we talk and laugh 
about things outside of soccer." 

Asked about the Matildas' style and 
Forman says it is not a rigid team system 
that Tanzey has them playing. 

"Although we play 4-4-2 we aren't 
really into systems, it's pretty fluid so we 
can change as we need out on the park. 
That's something Chris Tanzey has been 
working on. | think you'll see in the 
Pacific Cup tournament the Matildas get- 
ting closer to the USA and China and 
putting in a very strong effort.” 

The USA have announced their 
squad for the tour, and it includes big 


names such as Mia Hamm (below),- 


Chastain, Foudy, Scurry and Milbrett. 


New star Danielle Slaton (who played in 
the Australia Cup) has also been select- 
ed. The US arrives on Thursday-May 25 
and will be involved in the Olympic draw 
ceremony on June 3 at Sydney's Town 
Hall. 

Matiidas' coach Tanzey and assis- 
tant lan Murray have said in the past 
they want to instill a long-term structure 
into the women's game here. They are 
also hardened UK professionals who live 
and breathe the game. 

“Yeah, | think ‘Tanz’ (Chris Tanzey) 
and his attitude has rubbed off on the 
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Alison Forman after the Sweden game 
earlier this year. 


girls in the squad. Also some of the play- 
ers in the Matildas have played overseas 
- | played in Denmark for instance - so 
we also know about full-time soccer, 
hopefully this will be a positive for the 
younger girls.” 

Forman has played seven seasons 
for Danish side Fortuna Hjorring and 
was the first foreign player to rack up 
100 games. 

“Probably there are four or five 
older players like myself and the rest are 
pretty young in our current squad ... they 
will put in a good show. There are also 
players in our U/17 team that show a lot 
of future promise, such as Vozzo, Stocco 
and Neilson," she added_ 

These stars of the future will be 
playing in the Adidas Cup in Houston, 
Texas while the Matildas have their 
Pacific Cup commitments. 

Yet to improve at national level it's 
a vicious circle. More games costs 
money, but Australia won't become a top 
three nation, and therefore gain a better 
financial base, without more games. 

Needless to say the highly suc- 
cessful USA (the World Cup and 
Olympic champions) are playing games. 
practically once a week as they swing 
through the US and Scandinavia with 
Australia sandwiched in between. 

"Obviously it's easier for the US to 
play more games because they have 
the funding," said Forman, who survives 
on a modest government subsidy. 

To that end, the AWSA has, togeth- 
er with the players, orchestrated two 
highly successful PR proiects in the last 
six months: the nude calendar and the 
TV commercial for toothpaste (shown in 
Japan only). These are venturs Forman 


feels good about. 
"Yeah | have no problems with the 
media stuff at all ... | guess because | 


love the sport and have given so many 
years to it. | look towards the future so 
maybe some of the next generation can 
have a higher profile in the sport. 

"We were just thinking the other 
day that people will probably look back 
at this time and say we were the pio- 
neers.” 

Alison Forman may not have made 
much money from soccer, but she will go 
down as one of the most committed 
players in the national team and an ideal 
spokeswoman for the code in the new 
millennium. 
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AUSSIES on the world stage 


Soccer 


A round-up of how our Aussies players fared abroad this last week ... 


aking an avid interest in the 
i recent German Cup Final 
between Bayern Munich and 
Werder Bremen was Bremen young- 
ster, and one of the stars of the LG 
Joeys performance at the FIFA Under- 
17 World Championship in New 
Zealand last year, Joe Di lorio. 

Soccer Australia recently spoke to 
the the 18 year old (pictured right) who 
has been with the Club for almost two 
years, and has gradually worked his way 
through the ranks of the Under-18s to the 
Reserves, with his sights set firmly on a 
berth in the first team squad. 

While that may be a little while away 
yet, Di lorio is busy planning his future, 
with thoughts of his own appearance n a 
future Cup final well and truly in mind. 

"Unfortunately, | didn't have the 
chance to get to Berlin to watch the Final 
live, but as a player with the club, it was 
almost as intense watching it on TV," said 
the former LG Joey, 24 hours after Werder 
Bremen's 3-0 defeat. 

“Obviously it was a very disappoint- 
ing result from my point of view, nobody 
likes to lose, especially not a Final, and 
this is almost twice in a year for me, but on 
the other hand, at least we were there. 

"The atmosphere around the Club in 
the build-up was electric, everyone was 
very excited, the senior team left for Berlin 
almost a week before the Cup, very confi- 
dent that we could take it out two years in 
arrow, but Bayer was always going to be 
a tough challenge. 

"In the end the result didn't go our 
way, but even so, right through the game 
you're sitting there watching it, and think- 
ing that could be me, that's what I'm aim- 
ing for, that's my goal.” 

The youngster, who recently toured 
Australia with the Werder Bremen Under- 
18s before being called back for the 
Reserves side, has had little difficulty set- 
tling into Germany, despite a move at 17 
to a totally foreign country. 


By Scott O'Donell in Singapore 


arren Stewart's team Balestier 

Central remain firmly 

entrenched at the foot of the 
table after going down 4 - 1 to Tanjong 
Pagar. Balestier, who are operating on 
a comparatively small budget this year 
are finding it increasingly difficult to 
get their first win of the season. 

With only one more round to go until 
the half-way mark, there is every likeli- 
hood that Balestier will have played 11 
games for one draw and 10 losses. Not a 
very impressive statistic. 

There is an opportunity after Round 
11 for clubs to change two foreign players 
and two local players. Whether Balestier 
have the funds to make the changes 
remains to be seen. 

in fairness to Stewart and their other 
foreigners, there Is not much more they 
can de. They are playing with a lot of 
young, inexperienced players who try 
very hard but cannot perform consistently. 

Alan Vest's Geylang United got back 
to winning ways with a hard fought 1 - 0 
victory over Tampines. 
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"When | first got here, | thought to 
myself, how was | going to learn this lan- 
guage, it was basically the first time I'd 
heard German. 

"It took me about a year to pick it up, 
though | was helped through last season 
by a Nigerian team-mate who spoke both 
English and German so he was translat- 
ing everything for me. 

This year | can understand almost 
everything though, I'm pretty fluent, which 
makes it three languages for me, which is 
pretty useful in Europe. 

“As one of the foreigners, | actually 
live in the Stadium, on the fifth floor, so ! 
haven't got any excuses for getting to 
training late, and | hope to be moving into 
one of the "reserve" rooms in July, they're 
for the reserve grade players and come 
with their own kitchens, which means I'l 
be calling my mother for a little help.” 

Right now, it may be a matter of 
going through the ranks with his Club 
side, but the last 12 months have been big 
ones for Di lorio. 

In July he was part of the Werder 
Bremen Under-18 side which took out the 

. German Cup, and in November, he was 
part of the LG Joeys squad which created 
Australian soccer history by taking the sil- 
ver medal at the FIFA Under-17 World 
Championship. 

Both events have made their mark 
on the young Victorian, and both have 
given him the impetus to continue his 
push forward. 

"Winning the German Cup last sea- 
son in July against Stuttgart definitely 
stands out as one of my best experiences 
so far, We won 4-1, !| scored one, got a 
penalty, and set up the fourth goal, so yes, 
it would have to be right up there." 

"But the Under-17s Final is also 
something that's always on my mind, you 
think about New Zealand and the lead-up 
games, you think about the Final against 
Brazil, you think about the chance that 
you had, and what if. 


Former Gippsland Falcons striker, 
Brian Bothwell scored their only goal with 
@ well taken shot from the edge of the 
penalty area. The win keeps Geylang in 
touch with the leaders. 

Marine Castle threw away the lead 
twice to go down to Jurong 3 - 2. Marine 
Castle, who have Perth duo Anthony 
Carbone and Michael Garcia in their 
squad could not break their hoodoo at 
Jurong East Stadium. 

Mirko Jurilj's Sembawang Rangers 
snatched a last minute equaliser to hold 
current champions, Home United to a 1 - 
1 draw. 

Home took the lead through former 
Socceroo Emie Tapai and looked to have 
the match sewn up until the 90th minute 


heavily strapped, was influential 
out the game and eamt glowing praise 
from his Dutch coach Robert Alberts after 
the match. 

In other matches, current league 
leaders SAFFC won 2 - 1 at home to 
Gombak, while Woodlands defeated 
Clementi 3 - 0. 


"We had a really good team, and 
hopefully we can go through the ranks 
together, accumulating the experiences 
of those who play in Europe, and those 
who play in Australia, it can only be good 
for Australian soccer. 

Di lorio is aware that many of his 
Under-17 team-mates are currently tri- 
alling, and securing Clubs within Europe, 
and his words of advice are simple. 

"You need to set a goal, and you 
need to stick to it, to never lose sight of it. 
| always wanted to make it as a profes- 
sional footballer and play overseas, and 
hopefully I'm on my way to doing just 
that." 


ottingham Forest's latest youth star, 

Australian Gareth Edds, told a local 
media outelet how the season has ended 
too soon for him. The 19 year old 
impressed in the final two games of the 

season and has put himself firmly in 
manager David Platt's plans for next sea- 
son. 

Edds is the latest player to make a 
successful foray into first-team football out 
of Paul Hart's Youth Academy. 

And he was instrumental in Forest's 
3-2 victory over Stockport County, setting 
up the decisive third goal. 

"It has been great getting into the 
team in the last few weeks and it was 
wonderful to play a part in the third goal," 
he explained. 

"| just wish there were a few more 
games left in the season so | could carry 
on playing. 

"Whether | figure in the team next 
season will be up to the manager but | will 
be working as hard as | can.” 

Edds got his chance with Jim 
Brennan away on intemational duty and 
he made few mistakes in both games. 

Manager Platt was impressed with 
his new full-back who he tipped to be a 

future star. 

“He has performed well when he 
was put into the team but what he needs 
to do is find the consistency," he said, 

"What Gareth, and the other young- 
sters who are coming through, give us is 
extra competition for places. 

"He is another name to add to the 
squad, meaning that the more experi- 
enced players cannot allow their games 
to drop.” 

Edds will almost certainly travel with 
the academy on their trip to Switzerland 
in the summer and he will be hoping to 
continue his progress there. 

Celtic's Australian striker Mark 
Viduka collected another award last 
week. 

Viduka finished third in soccer jour- 
nalists' Scottish Footballer of the Year 
award. 

In the previous week Viduka won 
the Scottish Players’ Player of the Year 
award. 

Viduka finished off the season with 
an injury and was absent from Celtic's 0- 
0 away draw with St Johnstone on the 
weekend. 

ony Vidmar played a full game for 
Rangers as they continued their champi- 
onship celebration with a 1-0 win over 
Hearts. Craig Moore is still recupariting 
from his knee operation. 

In the English lower division play- 
offs the two teams involved that feature 
Australians will have a difficult time to 
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progress to the next stage after the first 
legs. 

Stan Lazaridis played a full game in 
Birmingham's 0-4 home drubbing at the 
hands of Barnsley and it is unlikely that he 
will be matching wits with Premier League 
defenders next season. 

Lucas Neill and Tim Cahill both 
played a full game in Millwall's 0-0 home 
draw with Wigan in a Division Two play-off 
game. And although both Aussies were 
prominent in the game Wigan will 
favoured to advance to the next stage 
when they play at home in the second leg. 

in the other game in Division Two 
Steve Mautone remained on the bench as 
Gillingham lost 3-2 away to Stoke. 

In the weekend Premier League 
games Mark Schwarzer and Harry Kewell 
were the only Aussies involved in the final 
weekend of the season. Both played full 
games with Kewell's Leeds United team 
securing a Champions Cup berth for next 
season after Liverpool was beaten by 
Bradford. 

In the German Bundesliga David 
Zdrilic continued his superb end to the 
season. After a long lay off with injury 
Zarilic returned to the first team roster of 
SSV Ulm only recently and after scoring 
twice last week he was on the scoreboard 
again as Ulm beat Wolfsburg 2-0. He 
playe a full game and scored his goal in 
the 9th minute. 

In the battle for the fourth spot 1860 
Munchen beat Hertha Berlin 2-1 with both 
Aussies, Ned Zelic and Paul Agostino, 
playing a full game. 

In Holland, Zeljko Kalac played a full 
game as Roda JC beat AZ Alkmaar 3-2 
before a hasty exit from Holland to take 
part in Sydney United's golf day (see S- 
News). 

Paul Okon probably played(!) his last 
game for Fiorentina as they won 3-0 at 
home. But unfortunately for Okon he 
remained on the bench as he has through 
most of the season. 

In Croatia Ante Milicic came on in the 
86th minute as Rijeka won 1-0 at home to 
secure the final European spot as the win 
puts them in fourth spot ahead of Slaven 
Belupo on goal difference. 

Tony Grdic played a full game for 
Hajduk Split in the last match of the sea- 
son which saw them finish in second spot 
behind Dinamo and a spot in the 
Champions Cup. 
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King of Pain: Stergiboy’s year in NZ 


By Aidan Ormond 


f you were in the Victorian country 

town of Sale last weekend you may 

have seen him? The town's 

favourite international footballing 
son riding around on his bicycle, jet- 
skiing at the local river or just taking 
his family out. 

The. Football Kingz’ Marcus 
Stergiopoulos - Stergiboy to all and sundry 
~ is back in his home town after 42 months 
in Auckland following the side’s eighth 
placing in their first NSL year. 

With a pause for reflection he 
describes the last year, with an ironic 
chuckle, as "an adventure“ 

Stergiopoulos, 25, changed his con- 
tract from two years to one at the start of 
the season, a move which turned out to be 
one of the best he made. 

Put it this way, if he had his time 
again he would not have signed with the 
club, despite making numerous friends in 
Auckland and enjoying fans that he says 
were “absolutely fantastic.” 

Stergiopoulos announced his depar- 
ture from the Kingz on the microphone at 
North Harbour Stadium in front of 5,000 
fans after the club's final home game 
against Brisbane Strikers. It was some- 
thing coach Wynton Rufer did not appreci- 
ate, but as the player says, “it was my only 
chance to publicly thank them 
because | had made my decision, 
or rather the Rufers had made the 
decision for me, a month earlier." 

Stergiopoulos arrived last 
season as one of the more expe- 
rienced and high profile players 
signings by Wynton Rufer, having 
played at Bradford City, 
Gippsland and Carlton, where he 
scored in the 1998 Grand Final. 

"Look it was exciting when | 
was offered the contract,” says 
the voluble Stergiopoulos. “The 
expectations were pretty high, | was sort 
of expecting a Perth Glory type of situa- 
tion. You see, | trust a lot of people so 
when things don't end up that way it's 
pretty disappointing. 

“Basically they were promising a few 
things but in the end it didn't happen,” he 
says. 

Problems began early with the pre- 
season preparations which officially 
began on 27 August. "We had to jam in 
three months of pre- 
season into five 
weeks!" he explains. 

"Plus the Kiwi 
players had two weeks 
off after their excellent 
showing at the 
Confederations Cup, 
so we really did not get 
the squad together 
properly at all. 

“And we were 
signing players right 
on the start of the sea- 


son, such as Che 
Bunce and Lev 
Osman. 


"There was no 
recovery time in that 
five weeks, we were 
exhausted and our 
immune systems were 
low so we were always catching colds. It 
was too much. 

"Having said that I'm sure that if the 
Rufers had their way they would not have 
had this type of pre-season, which was 
forced on us by the late decision by FIFA 
to include us in the league." 

Stergiopoulos however was less 


Marcus ‘Stergiboy’ 
Stergiopoulos 


than complimentary about the Rufers and 
their approach to man-managing their 
squad. In short, the Kiwi brothers’ con- 
stant selection changes, he feels, was the 
reason why the Kingz were so inconsis- 
tent. 

Finishing on 50 points, and in eighth 
position, was a much better finish than 
most expected. Yet Stergiopoulos is con- 
vinced that the Kingz could have been top 
six material 

"As a player you have to respect 
what Wynton has done as a player Both 
Shane and Wynton are nice people but it's 
their communication that seems to be the 
problem. 

"The reason why we didn't make the 
play-offs was because they continually 
were changing the team ... they said they 
would change the team just ‘to see the 
player's reaction.” 

"They are messing with your mind 
with this reverse psychology. It's crazy, 

"After the first game of the season, at 
home to Carlton, | went to Wynton and 
asked him what do | have to work on as I 
was not happy with my performance in 
centre midfield. He said don't worry in the 
next game you'll have a chance to redeem 
yourself, At Sydney United in round two | 
was put on the bench even though he said 
| was in earlier. 

"So for four weeks | was on the 


Stergiopoulos recalls one pre-match 
speech when Shane Rufer said the 
team had to take out their violins from 


their cases and mow down the oppo- 
sition! “I almost burst out laughing,” 
he says. 


bench. | went to him and asked what | 
needed to work on but he couldn't tell me. 
He just told me to not worry there were 
plenty of games. 

"t got back into the team on Jan 3 
when Wynton was away on FIFA duty, 
then Shane dropped me from the squad. 
One of the senior players asked him why 
and he said again, 'I want to see his reac- 
tion. 

"| did not know whether | was Harry 
or Barry! with all this 
changing around. 

"| then played and 
was dropped again 
against Marconi. And it 
was not just me, he was 
chopping and changing 
other players too. You 
didn't know where you 
stood and they weren't 
communicating the rea- 
sons why. 

"We were an incon- 
sistent side because the 
selections were so incon- 
sistent. How can you play 
well when it is playing on 
your mind that you may 
be dropped for no rea- 
son? 

"With the’ selections 
for the last game of the 
season Wynton said because we couldn't 
make the finals he was going to give some 
other players a go, it was a matter of eeny 
meeny miney mo! So | told him, who am |, 
f——- mo? 

"If only the Rufers could get their 
man-management right, they would get a 
lot more respect." 


& A oie 


Stergiopoulos (extreme left) with from L to R: Ngata, W. Rufer, Vi 


found out later, says the left wing- 

back, Wynton used the same line on 
me that he used with the others. He 
said ‘one good season under me and 
I'll get you to Germany.’ | was too 
embarrassed to say he had said this to 
me too, but he did. 

“Wynton even said | was in con- 
tention for player of the year! | felt like say- 
ing well that's strange considering I've not 
played many games." 

Stergiopoulos recalls one pre-match 
speech when Shane Rufer said the team 
had to take out their violins from their 
cases and mow down the opposition! “! 
almost burst out laughing,” he says. 

"As coaches | don't rate the Rufers. | 
look at Eddie Krncevic and Frank Arok 
and they are the two best coaches I've 
had.” 

"| lived in the same apartment 
block as some of the Warriors Rugby 
League side, and they couldn't 
believe it. They said if their coach 
dropped a player, they would be told 
privately during the week. 

Stergiopoulos also says SKY 
TV, now an 80% owner of the Kingz, 
wanted to use himself as the public 
face of the side, with an on-air pre- 
senting job thrown in. 

"I've spoken to a few Aussies 
players and have told them that the 
club is fantastic, particularly with the 
SKY deal. now. However with the 
inconsistent chopping and changing 
by the coaches, the Rufers aren't the 
ones for you. 

There appeared to be an ‘us 
and them’ mentality developing in the 
side. "Wynton even said to us once: 
‘don't talk to them (the Chileans). 
Make them feel they are not wanted.” 

The move was difficult also on a 
personal level. Stergiopoulos’ partner 
Janene left her job and friends to be 
with him. 

"She is an amazing woman ... 
the best,” he says, the emotion chok- 
ing him up. “She packed up her life to 
come with me. It was hard for her. I'd 
come home and she'd be crying on 
the couch. We battled through it. 
Without her | would have gone 
insane. It wasn't easy for her." 

Stergiopoulos also claimed that 


Tuesday 16 May, 2000 


ich and 
Batty. 


a wife of one of the Kingz was set on split- 
ting the friendships of the partners of the 
three Aussie. players, Stergiopoulos, 
Middleby and Mennillo. 

“It caused huge problems. This 
came out in November. It was so messy. 
Consequently none of the girls were talk- 
ing. it wasn't until the last game of the 
season that they realized what had hap- 
pened. 

Dino Mennillo's departure may have 
also been something to do with these 
problems. 

At Test is 


the moment on 


Stergiopoulos’ agenda, some agents have 
trials arranged overseas and there are 
Australian clubs interested too. 

He might even watch the odd soap 
opera or two. It may remind him of his 
year in New Zealand. 


QUOTES OF 
THE WEEK 


“fm fike a fine wine, | get better as | get older.” 
Matias skipper Alison Forman. 


“We will build a cauldron of fear” 


Glory coach Bemd Stange on the gladiatonal features a 
43,00 crowd at Subaco Oval wilhave, 


“| know their weaknesses.” 
Marconi coach Eddie Kmoevic on Cartton prior to the 


frstieg Elmination Find. 


“Were they the weaknesses he saw when we beat 


them 40 at Marconi?” 
Caxtion coach Stu Munro responds, You just know is: 
finals time when the war of words starts. 


“No-one washes dishes like me” 
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Hayden 


occer Australia are conducting int- 
terviews with the Olyroos. This one 
is with the inspirational Hayden Foxe. 


You are a bit of an unknown quan- 
tity as far as many Australian sports 
fans are concerned - so WHO IS HAY- 
DEN FOXE? 

Mmm .. who am | .. oh God, who 
thinks up these questions .. well, I'm a 
very easy going kind of guy that gets along 
with everyone, and I'm someone who 
loves playing for his country, | really don't 
think there's anything better than playing 
for your country. I'm also very much a 
“one of the lads" kind of person, | love to 
get together with the boys, and | think that 
team bonding is very important both on 
and off the field. 

What kind of public recognition do 
you get in Japan ... and in Australia? 

Well, |'m 6'4" and I've got red hair, 
and I'm surrounded by people who are 5'4" 
with jet black hair, so | don't stand out, not 
abit. No really, obviously I'm easily rec- 
ognized in Japan, which can be a good 
thing or a bad thing, depending on whether 
the team is doing well ... at least the pres- 
sure is a little easier than if you were play- 
ing in Europe, but they pressure you all the 
same. | am recognized as a footballer in 
Hiroshima, probably more so than | am in 
Australia, and while the ginger hair does 
tend to stand out a bit even here, at least | 
can go,to a sporting event and not be rec- 
ognized, while that's not possible in Japan. 

How do you think Sydney 2000 
could change your life ... and the pro- 
file of Australian Soccer? 

That's easy, because it will be an 
experience that I'll never experience 
again. Playing for Australia is one thing, 
playing for Australia in Australia is another, 
but playing for Australia, in Australia, at the 
Olympics - well, it can't get better, can it? 
| mean, if that's not enough to give you 
goose bumps, then | don't know what is ... 
well, that's until | get married | suppose! 
Obviously if we do well, then it's going to 
lift the profile of the sport overall, because 
people are going to sit up and take notice, 
but | think that's starting to happen even 
now, with so many good players playing 
abroad, Australia is not regarded as an 
easy opponent anymore, we're seen as a 
very competitive opponent and if we do 
well at the Olympics, it's just going to get 
bigger and better. 

With the final squad of 18 to be 
named in around 3 months is the pres- 
sure starting to show within the Squad? 

I'm the type of person who will try to 
keep as calm possible in these situations, 
but in the end, positions are at stake, and 
{'d really hate to be in Raul's (Blanco) posi- 
tion - we have so many good players in the 
squad, many of whom are going for the 
same position, and in the end, there will be 
some really good players who will miss out 
- $0 yes, it's going to be tough - but having 
said that, that’s life, we all have to get on 
with the job at hand, and continue playing 
and striving for the next goal. The impor- 
tant thing to remember though, is that 
everyone who's been part of the squad 
over the past 3 years has had something 
to do with its success. While the final 
squad will be 18 players, there are more 
than 30 players who should remember that 
they had something to do with the overall 
success, that they played as part of the 
team, that they trained as part of the team, 
and that they helped to get the team to 
where it is today - and as far as anyone is 
concerned, will always be a part of it, 

What motivates you? 


Success - the joy of doing something 
really well, which leads me to do it again 
and again. 

Being very much “by yourself” in 
Japan is there someone who helps you, 
particularly mentally, cope with the 
mounting pressure of trying to secure a 
spot in the LG Under-23 Squad. 

Definitely (LG Socceroo & Sanfrecce 
team-mate) Tony Popovic. Popa is an 
absolute champion. He's not only a good 
team-mate, but a really good friend, and 
he's helped me so much in my last 2 years 
in Japan, not only on the pitch but off it as 
well. He's passed a lot of his experience, 
both as a Club player and a National Team 
player onto me, and in tum, | hope that | 
can pass that experience onto the younger 
guys in the Olympic team. Basically, | 
can't say enough good words about him, 
nothing phases him and | respect him so 
very much. 

How would you describe yourself 
as a player, and where (and why) do 
you fit into the LG U-23 squad? 

I'm tall,.they usually put me in the 
back somewhere and they tell me to go out 
and play. OK, the real answer .. for the 
Olympic team at the moment, | feel | can 
bring in a bit of experience as I've played 
in the Senior National Team for the last 18 
months or so, and | was also a member of 
the last Olympic team, so | know what it's 
about. So yes, the experience and the 
advice that I've gained from other senior 
players ... Aurelio Vidmar, Tony Popovic, 
Paul Okon and the like, well, I'd like to give 
that back to this team, and | hope that I 
can. 

What kind of encouragement and 
support do you get from your family? 

My family supports me 100% , not 
just in soccer, but in all walks of life. I'm 
the youngest in the family, but I've never 
gotten away with too much, instead they 
encourage me to be myself, and to stay 
humble, and think I've done that - the les- 
son is never forget where you've come 
from, and you do never forget. 

Is there any particular team that 
you are looking forward to facing at the 
Olympic Games, and why? 

I'm lsoking forward to playing all of 
them. I'm very excited about playing at 
home in front of the crowds, so who we 
play is maybe not so important ... as long 
as everyone is behind us, then we can 
take it step by step, game by game and go 
from there. 
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Foxe answers 
the hard questions! 


Amaglug-glug threat to 
Kiwis’ Olympic hopes! 


his Friday it’s the big Olympic 

I qualifier in New Zealand 

between the home side and 

South Africa, a side with stars such 

as Benny McCarthey and Quinten 
Fortune (pictured below). 

The first leg is to be played at 
Albany's North Harbour Stadium on this 
Friday while the return match is sched- 
uled for the 27th, possibly at Vosloorus. 

Mike Utting, keeper for the All- 
Whites senior team and former Kingz 
keeper, described the 16-man squad in 
the South African press as "a good one" 
and singled out the striking pair of Kris 
Bouckenhooge and Paul Urlovic as the 
main dangermen. w 

He said Matthew Booth's Amagiug- [7 Som Us 
glug (the unforgettable nickname for the . eS 
South African Olympic team; their Paul Urlov the Kiwi has been 
national side is called ‘Bafana Bafana’) scoring regularly with Melbourne 
will have to keep an eye on the duo. Rng te 

"| think South Africa will have a 
much stronger squad," he said. 

"But Urlovic and Bouckenhooge 
are’ good strikers who South Africa will 
have to watch very carefully if they are 
to win.” 

Bouckenhooge, 
described as “a quick, 


said to the paper. 

"When you pick overseas-based 
players you accept that they have club 
commitments and we are only able to 
claim them four days before a game." 

The All Whites will assemble on 
May 15. 


whom — Utting 


intelligent striker," Ayes ZEALAND 
Beye og bea side Goalkeepers: Chris 
SK Roeselare while - 
"i Marsh (Dunedin 
Urlovic tums -out for Technical Robbi 
Melboume Knights. CBiNTTEN) ap 
P - Barraclough (Nelson 
Urlovic also 

plays for the senior Sule) 

ve Defenders: John 


national team as does 
the US-based captain 
and central defender 
Ryan Nelsen, who 
also rated a special 
mention from Utting: 
"He is a good defend- 
er who reads the 
game very well and is 
a good leader too.” 

Just like their 
opponents, who will 
announce their squad this week, New 
Zealand face the dilemma of securing 
the services of their overseas-based 
players. 

Ken Dugdale, the coach of the All 
Whites, is now waiting and hoping that 
those he has chosen will turn up. Half 
the squad are playing overseas and 
Dugdale is aware there could be hitches 
before the first leg: "There are no prob- 
lems that | am aware of, but some clubs 
are better than others in letting us know 
when players will be released,” Dugdale 
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Foundoulakis 
(Prootheftiki - Greece), 
Ryan Nelsen 
(captain, Stanford 
University - USA), Gareth 
Rowe (Central Utd), 
Joshua Stick (Central 
Utd), Graham Pearce 
(University/Mt Wellington) 

Midfielders: Jeff 
Campbell (Football 
Kingz), Gerard Davis 
{Stanford University - USA), Raffaele De 
Gregorio (Dordrecht - Holland), Noah 
Hickey (Football Kingz), Bradley Scott 
(Central Utd), Blair Scoullar (Dunedin 
Technical), Mathew Urlovic (St Albans 
Saints - Melboume) 

Strikers: Campbell Banks 
(Central Utd), Kris Bouckenhooge (SK 
Roeselare Belgium), Chris Killen 
(Manchester City - England), Paul 
Urlovic (Melbourne ‘Knights = - 
Melboume). 


Quinten Fortune from t 
Amaglug-glug 


So, what are some of Parramatta 
Power midfielder Walter Ardone's off- 
field pastimes? 

| love to read - at the moment I'm 
teading a book tilted 'How to know God''. If 
| have some spare time | usually get down 
to the beach, or gym, or walk the dog. 

Were you always a naturally gifted 
soccer player, or did you receive a 
rather informal soccer education that 
began by playing in the streets or on a 
concrete car park with a couple of 
mates? 

No, | was pretty talented. As a 
youngster at seven year of age | was play- 
ing by myself in the backyard. | tumed 
professional at sixteen. 

Over the years | have seen the 
Ardone talent on show at numerous 
clubs including Parramatta Eagles, 
Heidelberg United, Sydney United, 
Sydney Olympic, and currently 
Parramatta Power. Yet, | wait for the 
day that a coach makes you cut your 
hair! 

It has already happened under Rale 
Rasic. But, when | did cut my hair | lost 
confidence and wasn't the same player. 

A few years ago you spent some 
time in Melbourne playing for the 
struggling Heidelberg United. How 
would you describe the city | was born 
and raised in? 

| love Melbourne. | spend a lot of 
time down Chapel Street enjoying the 
scenery. 

You have an acting agent, and 
seem keen to carve out your name in 
the modeling world. With your good 
looks you should have polled in the 
recent 'Cleo 50 most eligible bachelor 
list’ (former teammate Ivan Zelic was 
nominated.) 


By Aidan Ormond 


© you wanna be a soccer player's 
Sie Well it seems patience is 
the thing you're gonna need most says 
one of the three FIFA accredited agents 
in Australia, Miro Gladovic (right). Oh, 
and you're going to have to cough up a 
quarter of a million dollars too for a 
one-off license fee. 

"There are so many facets to this job 
that when you are asked a question like 
what does it involve, there are too many 
aspects to mention," explained Gladovic, 
who represents players in Europe and in 
Australia while based in Dusseldorf, 

“And you need lots of patience!" 

A good example of this was the 
recent trial overseas of one of Gladovic's 
players. The club said they wanted him, 
the player was happy to go yet within 48 
hrs the club changed its mind without 
explaining why. Gladovic, a former goal- 
keeper with Heidelberg United, says this 
is just part of the game. 

"In a nutshell this job is a whole lot of 
networking on a worldwide level, with 
players clubs and agents alike. | have 
concentrated much of my efforts on 
England and Germany over the past three 
years. 

“England because it is a league 
which has been most receptive of 
Australian talent, and Germany because 
they have relaxed regulations for foreign 
players." 

Not surprisingly some NSL clubs, 
perhaps used to the semi-professional 
ways of the past, have not taken kindly to 


One soccer player is enough! 

I recall an air-conditioning com- 
mercial you were part during France 
‘98. Is this something you would rather 
forget, or do you still have video nights 
with friends where you ‘accidentally’ 
pop on the tape? 

No, | haven't got any copies. Friends 
have, so I'm sure | can always borrow 
their's. 

What is it about soccer that you 
love the most? 

The camaraderie between team- 
mates, and playing with friends. Then, 
watching these same friends achieve their 
dreams and goals and being part of it. 

At the same time | enjoy setting up 
goals, and celebrating a win after a game. 

What are some of your short and 
long term goals? 

To continue playing for Parramatta 
Power, and win a championship before | 
retire. 

Do you have aspirations to break 
into European football? 

Definitely. Any player that is playing 
would love to play in the bigger leagues to 
enhance their career. 

What are the qualities of a good 
coach? 

, To be able to listen to players, to 
communicate, and encourage. Also to be 
an ex-player. 

Which famous person have you 
been told you look like? 

The guy from ‘The Doors’ - Jim 
Morrison. 

If you could have box seats at any 
event in the world, what would it be: 

Front row seats at the Sports 
Hllustrated Swimsuit Calendar launch. 

If you were to star in a Hollywood 
movie who would be your leading 


agents acting 
on behalf of 
players. 

It is some- 
thing that is 
bound to cause 
friction. 

“The only 
negative trend 
lately has been 
the mentality of certian clubs in warning 
players against having agents deal on 
their behalf. | think this is a step in the 
wrong direction, as clubs only alienate 
such players, and create an atmosphere 
of mistrust between the club and player, 
by trying to intimidate players into accept- 
ing contracts solely on the clubs terms,” 
he added. 

Gladovic also pours water on the 
notion that an agent's life is all glamour. "| 
think people assume that because you 
travel the world it's glamorous. It's actual- 
ly just hotels and grounds and little else. It 
actually can be quite lonely.” 

Being an ex-player (he began by 
helping out a fellow player and his agent 
career just flowed from there) Gladovic 
says the best part of the job is seeing 
players perform at the highest level possi- 
ble. 

And he notes that an agent is much 
more than just a business associate. 
“There are a lot of other issues, some per- 
sonal, that you have to get used to dealing 
with when you are a player agent. 

“It's never a bed of roses.” 


Inside Soccer 


The world according to Walter 


lady? 

Angelina Jolie. 

Which member of your squad is 
most likely to be caught dancing on a 
nightclub? 

There was an incident where Danny 
Townsend slipped off a podium at a night- 
club. 

What is the best (or perhaps 
worst) excuse you've heard someone 
use for missing training? 

Training was scheduled at 8.00am, 
but | could have sworn it was at 12.00 
noon. 

On interstate trips which team- 
mate do you refuse to share a room 
with? 

Steve Berry, because he snores. 

Who has the most unusual nick- 
name in the team? 

Danny Townsend, 'Bevis', because 
he looks like the guy from the movie. 
Steve. Eagleton, ‘Woof, because every 
time he gets the ball he ‘woofs’ it. 

Have you experienced any embar- 
rassing moments on the field? | 

Yes, a couple of weeks back against 
Northem Spirit | went to take a comer and 
rushed it ... and hammered the corner 
flag. 

Do you know of any pre-match 
mishaps (missing players, two left 
boots, etc)? 

John Gibson, Joe! Griffiths, Jacob 
Burns and Mile Sterjovski ..... there is a 
pre-match build-up of hair products. 

Which team-mate could do with a 
new wardrobe? 

Michael Santalab - he wears doggy 
outfits, and could do with a new brown 
shirt. 

What is the biggest misconcep- 
tion about sportsmen? 


Sat 10am to midday 
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All brawn 
and no brain. 

Do you have 
a winning tech- 
nique for scoring 
off the park? 

The tight 
wardrobe goes a 
long way. 

Describe your ideal woman? 

Intelligent, good looking, and rich. 

Do you have a favourite Sydney 
nightspot? 

‘Mr Good Bar’ on Oxford Street., 

What is your pet hat? 

Smokers. 

Complete this sentence ‘Love 
is..." 

...being on a deserted island with 
music, women, and a soccer ball. 

What would you consider to be a 
romantic night out? 

Agood restaurant, watching a movie, 
going out for drinks, and going home. 

Has this ever being played out? 

Yes. 

What is your most cherished pos- 
session? 

T have a good luck rock from Spain. 

lf you could have any supernatu- 
ral power, what would it be? 

To know what other people are think- 
ing. 
Do you have any hidden talents? 

What you see, is what you get. 
How would you spend your last 
$507 

Play four auto picks on the Lottto. 


Questions by Daniela Raco 


This week’s guests ... 
A selection of Aussies 
abroad and the best 


of Australia | 
“Compulsory listening for Melbourne’s sports 
public,” says Inside Soccer’s Aidan Ormond — 
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MARCONI S 
CARLTON 1 


McPherson 68. 


IONS 0 


Saturday night at Marconi Stadium, Sydney. Crowd 7, 224. 


Elimination Final First Leg 


By John Vrtaric 


lhe dismissal of Marconi 
defender Mark Babic and a 
spate of yellow cards late in the 
game overshadowed what was 
a disappointing performance by the 
home team in its 0-1 loss to Carlton in 
the first leg of the Elimination Final. 

After Babic was shown his second 
yellow card in the 59th minute, for a sec- 
ond foul on the speedy Archie Thompson, 
Carlton took a firm grip of the match and 
scored the winning goal in the 68th minute 
when big Dave McPherson out-jumped 
the defence to head past Michael 
Tumpbull. 

This was McPherson's 'second' goal 
in the match with the first one, a similarly 
headed goal from a comer, being disal- 
lowed in the 25th minute for a dubious off- 
side ruling by the linesman. 

Five cards in the last twenty minutes 
of the game by referee Matthew Breeze 
was the final straw for the home crowd 
who vented their frustration at the game 
Officials at the end of the match. A few 
young hot-heads threw some plastic bot- 
tles and a plastic bin was thrown onto the 
field but nothing more than occurs at most 
one day cricket games. 

The Stallions continued their incon- 
sistent form of late and failed to break 
down a very solid Carlton defence and 
resolute midfield that completely dominat- 
ed their counterparts. Carlton's victory 
maintained their 100 per cent record over 


ELIMINATION FINAL 
MATCH STATS 


¢ MARCONI STALLIONS: 

' Furnbull, Kim, Babic M_ 
\ARCONS Longo, invincibile, Renaud, 
u Care (Babic 2 72), 
Awaritefe (McDonald 76), 
Tralanovski. 


CARLTON: Anastasiadis, 
Horvat, Deans, 
McPherson, Colosimo 
(Terminetio 94), Packer, 


Marth, Lapsansky, 
Atkinson, Moreira (Slater 
75), Thompson (Markovski 92). 


Si aN 


Yellows: : 
Stallions: M, Babic 37, C. Care 61, Z. 

Babic 72, B. Renaud 82, K. Trajanovski 
93+. D. Longo 96+: 


———————— ee LEE EEE EEEEEEE 


the home team at Marconi Stadium 

It is difficult to see Marconi turning 
the tables on Carlton in the second leg 
even with Zeljko Babic back in the team 
but as Stallions coach Eddie Kmcevic said 
after the game, "there's ninety minutes of 
football and it's only 1-0, anything is pos- 
sible.” 

Marconi were hoping to have Babic 
back in the team for the game but a late 
fitness test ruled him out although 
Krncevic gambled by putting him on the 
bench to use as a shock weapon late in 
the game. Unfortunately, he had little 
impact on the game when he came on in 
the 72nd minute and seemed reluctant to 
stretch out for fear of re-injuring his prob- 
lem hamstring. 

As well as missing Babic, Marconi 
lost their quiet achiever Chad Gibson due 
to suspension but welcomed back Mike 
Smith, as his replacement, from injury. 
Smith was given the task of marking 
Carlton's powerhouse midfielder Andrew 
Marth. 

Carlton coach Stuart Munro included 
Archie Thompson in the starting line-up to 
partner Brazilian Alex Moreira to form a 
speedy striking partnership that was sure 
to cause problems for the much slower 
Marconi defensive duo of Mark Babic and 
Dominic Longo. 

And so it proved vital in the end. 

Babic's dismissal was primarily due 
to Thompson beating him for speed and 
Babic throwing out a challenge that 
clipped the back of Thompson's legs with 
the ball a couple of metres in front of 
the Cariton striker. 

Unlike its last few home games 
Marconi started this match on the right 
foot and they weren't two goals behind 
after the first fifteen minutes as they 
were against Adelaide City Force and 
the Gippsland Falcons recently. In fact 
they looked the more dangerous team 
in the early part of the game. 

Carlton possesses players of 
strong physical presence and they set 
out to assert their strength very early 
on. Craig Deans showed Francis 
Awaritefe that he was in for a rough 
evening with a strong challenge, 
Moreira demonstrated to the Marconi 
strongmen, Longo and Babic, that he 
would give as good as he gets while 
Marth and Smith clashed early. 

But it was Marconi that had the 
better of the play and had the first half 
chance in the fifth minute. Pan-Kuen 
Kim played the ball to Kris Trajanovski 
who relayed the ball immediately to 
Brad Maloney racing past the stationary 
defence. He beat Steve Horvat and 
raced .owards the goal but, just as he 
was about to shoot, the ball bobbled 
and he didn't strike it as cleanly as he 
would have liked. The powerfully struck 
shot flew over the bar without bothering 
Dean Anastasiadis in the Carlton goal. 

The two wing-backs, Brendan 
Renaud and Danny Invincibile, along 


Inside Soccer 


Carlton's Andrew ‘Sta 


ber’ Marth wins the ball on Saturday night in the first leg Elimination 


Final at Bossley Park, 


with Smith, were prominent for Marconi as 
they raided down the Carlton wings. Both 
wing backs worked hard to get behind the 
Carlton defence with the best opportunity 
falling their way in the 12th minute. 

Smith passed to Renaud who pro- 
duced a quality low cross that reached 
Awaritefe on the near post. The striker, 
with his back to the goal, tuned his mark- 
er, Deans, but just as he was about to 
shoot, with only Anastasiadis in front of 
him, the defender was able to recover and 
stretch out a leg that blocked the goal 
bound ball. 

Further raids down the wings proved 
innocuous with only a looping header by 
Longo, from a Renaud free-kick, posing 
any threat but that, too, was easily han- 
dled by the ‘keeper. 

In the 24th minute Olyroo Simon 
Colosimo seemed to awaken the visitors 
when he came close to scoring with a pile- 
driver. A defensive clearance reached the 
utility defender and he unleashed a 
superb left foot half volley that Turnbull did 
well to deflect past his right post. 

In the next minute the goal that was- 
n't. A free kick on the right was floated 
over to the far post where the dominant 
McPherson rose highest and nodded the 
ball in. 

Referee Breeze pointed to the centre 
circle but was soon made aware of the 
raised flag on the far touch-line. After con- 
sultation with his linesman Breeze disal- 
lowed the goal for offside. 

In the 31st minute Colosimo saw 
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another long range opportunity off a Smith 
clearance but this time it flew well wide of 
Turnbull's left post. 

Carlton began taking control of the 
match and Atkinson and Colosimo were 
causing problems down the right wing but 
just before half time Marconi had two half 
chances. 

In the 44th minute a Renaud comer 
from the right was headed downwards 
towards the Carlton goal from the far post 
but Deans was able to clear off his line 
amongst a melee of players. 

Then a minute into time added on, it 
was Renaud again, this time a freé kick 
from the right floated the ball over towards 
the Carlton penalty spot. Mark Babic 
ghosted in between Horvat and 
McPherson and glanced a header that 
beat Anastasiadis but drifted just over the 
bar, hitting the staunchion of the goal. 

Carlton began the second brightly 
and Thompson was soon in the action. In 
the 48th minute he beat two players on the 
tight and laid the ball off to Andrew Packer 
whose side foot shot was easily saved by 
the ‘keeper. 

Four minutesS:later Moreira set up 
Thompson for a but his effort was 
similarly saved by.Jumbull. 

In the 56th minute Marconi produced 
a quick counterattack but Awaritefe 
delayed the ball ng attempting to find 
Trajanovski on hi when Maloney was 
free on his righi 


Lubo Lapsansky and Chris Care battle away in midfield on Saturday 
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Second leg preview 
hy John Vrtaric 


Gon ce enteral 
reverse a first leg 0-1 loss to 
@ Cariton team that has been 
in good form over the last few weeks. 

A comprehensive away victory, 
which could have been greater but for a 
couple of superb saves by Stallions’ 
keeper Michael Tumbulll, will provide the 
Melbourne team with plenty of confi- 
dence for the return leg. os 

Carlton caused the home team 
plenty of problems in the set pieces with 
their three big man from the back, Dave 
McPherson, Craig Deans and Steve 
Horvat, clearly superior in the air. 

Further problems for Marconi 
coach Eddie Kmcevic is the loss of his 
tallest defender Mark Babic, His send- 
ing off in Saturday's came means an 
automatic one match suspension. 

Offsetting the loss of Babic is.the 
retum of Chad Gibson who was sus- 
pended for the first leg, Gibson has 
been Marconj's most consistent mid- 
fielder this season and will add workrate 
and defensive qualities to a midfield that 
has struggled all season. 

Gibson is most likely to replace 
Chnstian Care with Mike Smith retaining 
his spot alongside Gibson and Brad 
Maioney in the midfield. 

Buddy Farah, who had played 
sweeper for most of the early part of the 
season is favoured to replace the sus- 
pended Babic. 

But it is the other Babic that could 
make the difference on Friday. Zeljko 
Babic is likely to make his return from a 
hamstring injury, His foray late in the 
first game was inconsequential and he 
looked very tentative whenever he 
attempted to stretch out, 

He has been sorely missed in the 
two games he missed and his speed will 
cause plenty of trouble for the much 


ieee anh sonar Caen CRI 
defence. ye 
The question is: Will he be fit? 
Marconi has an extra five days to work 
on the lithe striker's hamstring and with 
at stake Kmicevic is more 
than likely to risk the brilliant striker. 
But he won't score unless he gets 
the right service from the midfield and 
that is where Marconi has been having 
problems ail season. 


A great deal rests on the shoulders 


tent form could be totally tumed around 
if he rises to the occasion. 


Carlton, on the other hand, has 


everything in its favour. A victory away 
from home means that Marconi has to 
beat the home team by a clear two 


With a defence gs strong as theirs 
they are supremely confident of taking 
the next step, A strong midfield headed 
by the experienced Andrew Marth and 
the guile of Lubo Lapsansiy dominated 
the first leg and they are sure to pro- 
duce the same sort of performance in 
the second leg. 

Simon Colosimo is slowly getting 
back to his best after his horrendous 
injury and will probably be given more 
freedom to attack in the return leg. His 
attacking options may be limited by the 
need to keep any eye on the attacking 
raids of his opposite, Brendan Renaud? 

As Krncevic said after the first leg 
“anything is possible” but it is difficult to 
see Marconi 
Melbourne with a two goal victory. 

Much will depend on the fitness of 
Babic and if he is not fully fit he will be 
sorely tested by McPherson, Marth and 
co. 


- corner but the younger 


coming away from — 


Three minutes later Marconi's fate 
was sealed. 

Thompson received the ball deep 
inside the Marconi half, tumed his mark- 
er, Mark Babic, proceeded to run away 
from him but was crudely brought down. 
Breeze had no option but to produce a 
second yellow card for the Marconi stal- 
wart. 

And it wasn't long before Carlton 
took advantage of their numerical superi- 
ority. The pressure increased on-Marconi 
and in the 68th minute they gave away a 
corner, albeit, on this occasion, neediess- 
ly. Smith went up for header with Moreira 
but skewed it for a corner - he was 
instantly upset with himself and even 
more so within seconds. 

Colosimo took the corner from the 
right and McPherson rose above Smith to 
nod the ball past Turnbull. 

In the 75th minute Cartton had the 
opportunity to seal the two lég final. 
Atkinson played the ball to Moreira on the 
left and his shot turned into a cross with 
Marth sliding in on the right post stretch- 
ing out but lashed the ball over the bar. 

Ten minutes later Marth had anoth- 
er chance. McPherson won the ball in a 
challenge and played it to Thompson in 
the box, the young striker relayed it to sub- 
stitute Stuart Slater who rolled it back to 
Marth. 

The Cariton hard- 
man hit it well but Turnbull 
was equal to it and pushed 
it over the bar. 

Marth couldn't stay 
out of the action and one 
minute later he had anoth- 
er opportunity. Thompson 
again beat Longo and 
squared the ball to Marth 
who placed the -shot 
towards Turnbull's right 


‘keeper, almost wrong- 
footed, dived brilliantly to save a certain 
goal. 

Two minutes from the end of normal 
time Carlton thought they had the killer 


cular arrival after coming 
Inds earlier as a sub. Below is a 
thoughtial Eddie Krncevic. 


Sean Babic’s spe: 
on ten se 


second goal. 

Another Colosimo corner from the 
right was again won by McPherson and 
seemed to cross the goal-line but the ref- 
eree ruled otherwise. 

> The ball retumed 
to Thompson three 
metres out but his shot 
was also blocked on 
the line. 

There was almost 
eight minutes of added 
time but the match 
petered out without fur- 
ther incidents although 
Renaud and Carlton 
substitute John 
Markovski became 
entangled on the 
sound of the final whistle, 


Tell your newsagent to 


reserve your copy or contact the 
distributor ‘Wrapaway’ on 
02 95501622 to order more IS. 
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YDNEY OLYMPIC 4 


Emerton 21, 46, Cardozo 34, 88. 


ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 1 


Veart 47. 


Sunday aftemoon at Belmore Sports Ground, Sydney. Crowd: 5,449. 


Elimination Final First Leg 


By Arlo White 


brace apiece for Olyroo skipper 

Brett Emerton and goal machine 

Pablo Cardozo were enough to 

the first leg spoils on Sunday 

night, as a rampant Sydney Olympic 

destroyed the visiting Adelaide Force 

4-1 in a scintillating 90 minutes at the 
Belmore Sports Ground. 

Although they all but limped into the 
post season on the back of a Finals threat- 
ening slump, coach Branko Culina 
released his attacking hounds on a shell 
shocked Adelaide, and saw his hungry 
charges produce a wonderful display of 
fiuent Football that tore the heart out of 
Zoran Matic's top six gatecrashers. And 
boy did they love it at Belmore. 

A frustrated Blues boss had consis- 
tently responded to criticism of his side’s 
late season stumbles by highlighting a 
crippling injury list that would have had 
Florence Nightingale on the verge of a 
nervous breakdown. Yet sure enough, 
with his top guns back and firing on all 
cylinders, Olympic were simply irresistible 
going forward in an Elimination Final con- 
test that had everything. 

If Olympic's on-field fortunes are 
often determined by their notoriously frag- 
ile confidence then the Force came into 
the game with truckloads of it. A barely 
believable streak of 11 wins in 13 starts 
had capped their Lazarus style rise from 
last place dead weights into many peo- 
ple's dark horses for the title. Yet when it 


Olympic: Mendez (35), 
Thomas (42), Kohler (68). 


Baillie (86). 
Force: Hassell (33). 


Reds: 
Force: Costanzo (87), 


Best Players: 

3. BRETT EMERTON (OLYMPIC) 
2. Kresimir Marusic (Olympic) 

3. Pablo Cardozo (Olympic) 


Referee: Simon Micallef. 


teally mattered, wasteful finishing and a 
charitable backline ensured that they will 
have to produce another Finals miracle to 
keep their boots off the pegs for another 
week. 

The first sight of goal in an absorbing 
contest fell the way of the visitors. 
Veteran midfielder Aurelio Vidmar played 
a neat one two with Nick Sabljak down the 
left flank, and when his low centre was 
only partially cleared the ball fell to a loi- 
tering Sabljak 18 yards out. With an eter- 
nity to shape and shoot, the youngsters 
effort was fiercely struck but a yard over 
John Perosh's goal. 

Olympic though, seemed far more 
purposeful and confident than in recent 
outings. Kresemir Marusic was pulling all 
the strings in the centre of the park and he 
had ever-willing runners in the strike duo 
of Emerton and Cardozo, who, along with 
Gabriel Mendez, were giving the Adelaide 
defence all sorts of problems. 

The first warning came on nine min- 
utes when a super through ball from 
Cardozo sent Mendez scampering down 
the right. Little 'Chi-Chi’ skipped over two 
challenges, the second of which could 
easily have earned him a penalty had he 
hit the deck, and his cross was only 
scrambled clear at the second attempt. 

Retuming Skipper Ante Juric was 
next to raid Adelaide territory. After his 
bamstorming break from the back had 
found Mendez, the man mountain centre 
half found himself through on goal cour- 
tesy of a kind deflection, and only sharp 
reflexes from keeper Cagalj prevented 
his goalbound effort from opening the 
scoring. 

The NSL's top marksman Damian 
Mori was soon in the action for the 
Force, looking to add to his league 
leading 22-goal haul. 

After tuming Scott Baillie inside 
out on the byline, the muscular front 
man's teasing centre was only parried 
out to Italian striker Claudio Pelosi and 
his effort brought an outstanding save 
out of ex-Spirit keeper Perosh. In the 
ensuing counter attack, Brett Emerton 
came close for the homeside but saw 
his right foot drive whiz narrowly wide of 
Cagali's right hand post. 

It was all action at this stage and it 
was Emerton again who looked the 
most likely to break the deadlock. 
Thriving in his striking role, the 21 year 
old's powerful run across the Force's 
penalty area saw him shrug off two 
challenges like they were a mere nul- 
sance, before striking a right footer that 
only cannoned to safety off the foot of 
the post. 

The pulsating attacking play con- 
tinued and it was clear this game was 
providing everything you could ask for 
of a finals encounter. Next it was Mori 
again for the Force. Fed by the impres- 
sive Carl Veart, he gave the Belmore 
faithful another heart in the mouth 
moment when his angled right foot 


Inside Soccer 


Brett Emerton on fire as 


The picture tells the story: Olymp 


ats 


Cardozo and Emerton (right) celebrate the fourth goal as 


Force keeper Adrian Cagalj throws his hands up in despair. 


effort seemed destined for the bottom cor- 
ner. In the blink of an eye the ball fizzed 
wide, and if it didn't take a lick of paint off 
the woodwork, it was close enough to 
smell the fumes. 

With this kind of pressure being 
asserted on both defences it was only a 
matter of time before something had to 
give, and it was cue that man Emerton. If 
they say that the great players truly rise to 
the big occaision then the Olyroo skipper 
was about to prove it. 21 minutes were on 
the clock when George Goutzoulis flighted 
over an inch perfect cross, and there was 
Emerton to thigh down with perfection, 
and despite the close attentions of Alex 
Tobin, he thrashed an unstoppable effort 
past a hapless Cagalj for the opener. It 
was nothing more than he, Olympic and 
the game deserved. 

Olympic's possession Football was a 
joy to watch at this stage and Emerton 
nearly doubled the advantage on 25 min- 
utes. After a flowing move had involved 
Thomas, Cardozo, Mendez twice and 
Goutzoulis, Emerton's powerful curling 
effort from the edge of the area was 
clawed in at full stretch by a cat-like 
Cagalj. 

But Belmore reached a mild state of 
delirium soon after. Mendez's pin point 
thread released a scampering Lindsay 
Wilson darting into the box and when 
Bradley Hassell's attentions became a lit- 
tle too physical, the young ieft back 


crashed to the ground to win a somewhat 
controversial penalty. The questions mat- 
tered not to Cardozo, and he duly drilled in 
his 20th goal of the campaign from the 
spot, a new single season Olympic scor- 
ing record for him, but more importantly 
for Olympic, a two-goal buffer. 

The chances were still coming thick 
and fast. Firstly Mori was horrified to see 
his 12 yard blast clear Perosh’s net, and 
just before the break Scott Baillie’s deft 
ciip almost caught Cagalj off his line, and 
it took some smart footwork from the 
Adelaide custodian to scamper back and 
gather. 

Any lingering doubts that Olympic 
would settle for their first half rewards 
were soon dispelled in sensational style. 
From the re-start, Marusic played a won- 
derful ball out to Wilson on the left. After 
stumbling over Gianluca Ligati's challenge 
he played Brett Emerton into the box and 
within two clinical touches, and just 16 
seconds of the resumption, Olympic were 
three up and bossing the tie. 

But tell that to Force veteran Carl 
Veart. His presence in the midfield was 
becoming increasingly influential and with 
Olympic momentarily revelling in their 
supremacy, he side-stepped two chal- 
lenges on the edge of the box and drilled 
a left foot effort in off Perosh's left post for 
a potentially crucial 47th minute away 
goal. 
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Olyroo skipper Emerton and former Socceroo skipper Alex Tobin clash on Sunday at Belmore 
Olympic is now favourite to go through, but .... 


Second leg preview 
by Arlo White 


olt’s all overisn't it? A healthy 


adage of ‘been there done that’ is never 
more appropriate than when Adelaide 


and Finals Football are concemed. Put 


Suh pleeuns eee Doe a won 


‘peril. 

Cast your minds back, if you will, to 
the 1997 post season and their first 
round match-up with the Marconi 
Stallions. Trailing 3-0 after a disastrous 
first leg, Adelaide somehow tumed it 
around with a sensational 4-0 success at 
Norwood, thus recording the biggest 
come back victory in the history of NSL 
finals Football. And that was just one. 
episode in a finals pedigree that has cre- 
ated such an aura around Adelaide in 
the sudden death leg of the season. 

The entire league looked on nerv- 
ously as the Zebras crept up the ladder 
in the final stages this time out, nervous 
but hardly-surprised. You don’t just play 
against eleven men in striped shirts at 
Hindmarsh in the knockout stages, 
you're pitted against history as well. 

However, Olympic’s first teg victory 
was by no means a fluke. As coach 
Culina has persistently reminded us. his 
injury woes have prevented his first 
eleven running out onto the paddock for 
the best part of three months. But now 
they're back at full strength. the result is 
a devastating attacking side with more 
armoury at their disposal than ata NATO 
shindig. 

They said that Marusic and 
Mendez couldn't play in the same side. 
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pic torches Force 


Suddenly, and buoyed by Veart's 
opportunism, it was Adelaide in the 
ascendancy now. Mori came close with 
@ diving header from a Sabljak cross, 
and full back Ligati shot high and wide of 
the upright when played in by Veart. The 
Force's errant finishing was beginning to 
tell, and Kemp was next to put a perfect- 
ly good opportunity onto the train tracks, 
skying way over when set up by the busy 
Sabljak. 

Yet just as the crowd were begin- 
ning to shift uneasily in their seats, the 
game took another twist late on. With 
barely four minutes remaining Brett 
Emerton's unrelenting stamina took him 
through a crowd of six huddled defend- 
ers. With the Adelaide posse doing a 
very good impression of a stripe shirted 
Anthill mob, Emerton surged through the 
lot only to be cruelly checked by the last 
man Costanzo. 

Referee Simon Micallef, the enemy 
of an angry mob at Belmore barely 
weeks before, had little choice but to pro- 
duce a red card for the defender, to leave 
Adelaide a man down. 

And how quickly the advantage 
told. With just two minutes remaining, 
Mendez lobbed a super ball into the path 
of Emerton in the box, and with the 
depleted Force defence totally AWOL, his 
calm side footed square ball found 
Cardozo unmarked to tap home an 
emphatic fourth, and seal Olympic’s first 
Finals win for a decade. 

Branko Culina was full of smiles 
afterwards, "| was always confident we'd 
do well" he boasted, "but we're a long way 
off getting through. Adelaide are a very 
good side and have proven that over the 
fast 11 or 12 years". “You can never 
underestimate them", he continued, "and 
it's going to be a real tough one". 

He could barely conceal his delight 
at finally having a full strength squad to 
pick from and had thoroughly enjoyed his 
side’s attacking flair. "When you play af 
home you have to take a few. risks, espe- 
cially with our crowd, 

“They're not a patient crowd so we 
had to make sure that we got into the 


k LU spurning 
three or four clear cut openings. He had 
the chances and didn't take them, and 
for that he and the Force were punished. 

‘Whether he will be similarly charita- 
ble on his home turf is unlikely, and the 
Force will fook to him to lead from the 
front. 

In defence, Costanzo's ban will hurt 
the Adelaide and much will rest on the fit- 
ness of old warhorse Alex Tobin, whose 
leadership qualities you'd love to bottle, 

Just how Culina's Blues handie a 
three goal cushion will be-crucial. To sit 
back and contain could be suicidal with 
Mori, Pelosi and an expected 15,000— 
screaming South Australians around, but 
the all out attacking policy employed in 
the first leg could have equally disas- 
trous effects. But if you live by the 
sword, you die by the sword and in my 
opinion, Olympic's season renaissance 
will continue on to the minor semi final, 
but Biues fans, don’t expect to have any 
nails left at the end of the Hindmarsh 
showdown, as one thing is for certain, 
there will be goals. 
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Tell your newsagent to 


Crucial moment: Costanzo’s red card in the lat- 
ter stages of this pulsating game. 


game fairly early and tried to score an 
early goal. People have short memories, 
and why did we tum it around?, well 
maybe the players had something to do 
with it,” he said. 

For Force boss Zoran Matic, the 
result came as a real "culture shock", he 
added, "Conceding four goals is not 
something we do very often but we've got 
to live with that. Concentration was the 
problem and it cost us most of the time, 
we were committed to scoring a second 
goal and in the end that cost us. 

“The penalty we conceded was very 
soft, | thought the referee was a very good 
mate of mine” he claimed tongue fimly in 
cheek, "but he couldn't wait, that was a 
good revenge. You cannot score with 
every chance that you have and we just 
didn't score, but that's the way it is.” 


reserve your copy or contact the 
distributor ‘Wrapaway’ on 
02 95501622 to order more IS. 
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Marconi edge out Olympic 


By John Vrtaric 


he stars of the future were on 

show prior to the big Marconi 

and Carlton game at Marconi 

Stadium. The two combatants, 

Marconi Stallions and Sydney 
Olympic, had finished level on points in 
third and fourth place with this match 
being the elimination final. The Stallions 
eventually winning 2-1. 

There was no second chance for the 
loser and the youngsters put on a rugged 
game on a pitch that was not conducive for 
good football. 

Both teams went into the game below 
strength with a number of players missing 
from both sides. Two of the more prominent 
players missing were Lee Miot from the 
Olympic side and Grant Last of Marconi, 
both players members of the Young 
Socceroo train on squad for next year's 
World Youth Championship. . 

But there were still plenty of stars of 
the future on show on both sides. Marconi 
fielded Saso Trajcevski, a promising 
sweeper, and Daniel Schwarzer, brother of 
Mark, keeping goals while Todd Brodie, a 
left sided wing-back, and Kevo 
Gullessarian are also members of the 
Young Socceroo train on squad. 

Olympic had their share of quality 
players as well with another member of the 
Young Socceroo train-on squad Robert 
Gaspar being most prominent in the game. 

Silver medal winners with the Joeys in 
last years Under 17 World Cup Dylan 
Macallister and Anthony Doumanis were 
also part of the Olympic team but 
Macallister lasted only 21 minutes after suf- 
fering an ankle injury. 

The first half was a scrappy affair with 
Olympic taking an early 9th minute lead 
through Anthony Pisano. 

An unfortunate incident late in the first 
half was a bad injury incurred by Olympic's 
Ali Chaline who broke a leg in a clash with 
Marconi's Junior Josaisa. 

Olympic deserved their half time lead 
but Marconi came back strongly in the sec- 
ond half with Daniel Severino creating a lot 
of their play by dropping deep from his 
striking role. 

Severino soon equalised when a good 
tun by Anthony Hartsharm down the middle 
in the 53rd minute provided him with the 
opportunity which he duly converted. 

In the 64th minute Severino's left 
wing cross caused problems for Olympic 
‘keeper George Bouhoutsos who lost the 
ball to Michae! Beauchamp. The tall 


By Roy Hay 


with a three-one win over the 

Victorian Institute of Sport at 
Fawkner’s Smith Reserve in 
Qualifying Semi-final on Sunday. 

The first half was even and closely 
contested with some excellent individual 
performances from George Pantelidis and 
Spase Dilevski in defence for the VIS and 
George Papadopoulos and Eddie Awad for 
the Dark Blues. 

The Minor Premier, which has gone 
through the season undefeated, went 
behind early in the second half when Evan 
Papadopoulos tumed his man and sprint- 
ed to the bye-line before squaring the ball 
across goal to give David Terek the chance 
to knock it home from only five metres out. 

Colin Azzopardi then put Dusko Delic 
through just outside the penalty area. Delic 


C=: reached the Grand Finat 


the 
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“weaved his way through before firing in the 


defender played the ball back to Eric 
Anabalon but he hit the shot well over the 
bar. 

In the 75th minute Olympic had an 
opportunity to forge ahead when they 
received a free kick on the edge of the 
penalty box just wide of Schwarzer's left 
post. 

Gaspar took the kick which cleared 
the wall but went just wide of the left post. 

As extra time beckoned with most 
preparing themselves for spine tingling fin- 
ish the young Marconi team had other 
ideas, 

In the last minute of normal time a cor- 
ner from the right was headed back across 
the goal from the far post by Beauchamp to 
substitute Anthony Mondello who had no 
trouble nodding the ball into an empty net. 

With only a few minutes to go the 
Marconi fans begun celebrating their 
progress to the final but there was to be a 
bit more excitement before they could open 
the champagne bottles. 

In the third minute of injury time the 
ball bobbled about just outside the Marconi 
box and Arthur Diles produced a delicate 
lob which looked certain to drop under the 
bar for the equalising goal. Until Schwarzer 
came to the rescue; that is. The ball 
seemed to have already gone past him but 
he flew into the air and superbly pushed the 
ball over the bar. 

Marconi were - best served by 
Serevino and Trajcevski who averted dan- 
ger a number of times in the second half 
with well timed intercepts and good posi- 
tioning. Olympic's Gaspar stood out in the 
second half controlling the midfield and 
spraying the ball around the ground with his 
educated left foot. 


MARCONI STALLIONS: Schwarzer, 
Trajcevski, Beachamp, Bennett, 
Hartsharm, Brodie, Josaisa, Manente, 
Anabalcn (Mondello 76), Severino, 
Gulessarian. 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC: Bouhotsos, Diles, 
Kyrazopoulos, Dinante, Bariamis, Gaspar, 
Husseim (George 88), Doumanis, Chaline 
(Madonis 46), Macallister (Seitis 21), 
Pisano. 

Yellows: 

Stallions: Brodie 25, Josaisa 49. 

Olympic: Gasper 23, Pisano 85, 
Kyrazopoulos 88. 


Best Players: 
3. SEVERINO (STALLIONS) 
2, Gaspar (Olympic) 


equaliser. 

Delic was involved in Carlton's sec- 
ond gosl which came after Angelo 
Motsiopoulos crossed causing an almight- 
ly scramble in the VIS box. The consensus, 
was that Steve Martin got the final touch. 

Finally Danie! Vasilevski found him- 
self with a little space just inside the box 
and hammered a shot off the underside of 
the bar, which bounced down and was 
eventually scrambled away but the lines- 
man was on the spot to award the goal. 

The VIS had its chances and Steve 
Tilovski had to make three good saves to 
hold it out, plus an Azzopardi clearance off 
the when he was eventuaily beat- 
en. The VIS will now play South Melbourne 
in the Preliminary Final. 

In the Elimination Semi-Final South 
Melbourne overcame a plucky Bulleen by 
three goals fo nil. Michael Theoklitos had 
an outstanding game in goal for Bulieen 


Power meron into 


Grand 


Final 


dus puro : 


goalkeeper, 
‘who stood out more than 
anyone ¢ise. The young 
custodian pulled dita crcacct ont 
blank saves both In normal and extra 
time to help his side to a 4-2 win on 
penalties after it was locked up at 1-1. 
However it is the two penalty stops 
that helped seai Parramatta’s place in the 
Grand final that will live the longest in the 

memory. 

For Northem Spirit it was heanache. 
‘They had-diayed their part in an exiting, 
even sided contest and no doubt will be 


‘Opportunities. 

Ryan Griffiths and Todd Macrae will 
particularly feel the pain, for it was their 
penalty misses that gave the Power vic- 
tory. Spirit will now meet Marconi ina play 
off for the vacant Grand Final berth. 

With both teams deploying a 3-5-2 
formation the maich took a while to settle. 
Parramatta looked for the height of -strik- 
er, Luké Reodsnburg, whilst Spirit sought 
@ path through the middle and their play- 
maker, Simon Catanzaro, After fifteen 
minutes it was Northers Spirit who 
grabbed the Initiative. A break from 


work from Monie and Snyder himself will 
probably feel he should have done better 
that shoot straight at the keeper when put 
through by Simon Miller, 
Power, though finished the half the 
stronger of the two. Roodenburg, 
Santalab and substitute Danny Cabrera 
all went close with opportunities. 

Extra time mirrored the majority of 
the match. The two expertly marshalied 
defences kept chances to a minimum and 
reduced both skies to hopeful long-range 
efforts. For the Power, right winger, 
Ahmad Elrich and substitute Paul Down 
caused Spirit problems, Elrich going the 
closest when his cross shot rebounded 
off the post. 

Peter Antar hed the Spirit's best 
opening Sut, es on ail but one occasion, 
Bamy Smith was equal'to the shot. 

As the match drified toa close, both 
teams had the alr of accepting the 
inevitable. Csteanzaro, Paul Wearne, 


Roodenburg end Cabrera were all suc 
cessful, before Griffiths and Macrae saw 
theirs saved. John Kelso and. Matt 
Thompson held their nerve to send. 
Parramatta through, though the plaudits: 
should rightly go to Smith in: the 
Parramatta goal. : 


saving his side time after time and largely 
being responsible for the niball score at 
half time. 

\n midfield Bulieen struggled to cope 
with the sprightly Boris Ovcin and Adam 
Poole, while Anthony Magnacca was a real 
threat until 2 shoulder injury reduced his 
effectiveness. 

In the second half, South Melbourne 
took control with two goals in five minutes 
both from Elias Dimourtzidis. 

Though lacking match fitness the big 
striker refused to give up after Theoklitos 
blocked several of his shots and finally he 
got his reward in 57 minutes. Rade Culibrk 
and Poole worked the ball forward and 
substitute Andrew Mashoian headed down 
for Dimourtzidis to shoot past the keeper. 

Five minutes later Dimourtzidis was 
heading into the box when he was brought 
down by Paul Sachinidis. Getting up the 
striker buried the penalty kick. 

Luigi Gullaci tried to rally Bulleen in 
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midfield, and Paul Prest! also worked hard, 
but South went further ahead when 
Mashoian finished off 2 good flowing move 
by his team-mates. 

Bulleen and South Dandenong 
deserve great credit for their efforts this 
séason which kept the NSL youth teams 
honest and produced several first team 
players for their respective clubs. 

The Preliminary Final between the 
VIS and South Melbourne was not sched- 
uled but will probably be played on Friday 
49 May at 5 pm prior to Carlton v Marconi. 


ELIMINATION SEMI FINAL 
South Melbourne 3 Bulleen Inter 0 
Dimourtzidis 2, Mashoian 


Carlton 3 
Delic, Martin, Vasilevski  Terek 
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By Donald Campbell and 
Margaret Bowden 


ast week it was the 
caren Red Devils who 

pulled off a shock win against 
leaders Blue Eagles. This week, previ- 
ously struggling Elizabeth City Rams 
turned the tables, defeating the Red 
Devils 1-0 in a no-holds-barred battle at 
Ramsey Park. 

Farncombe put Alby Kidd's charges 
ahead early in the game and clung to the 
lead until the final whistle. Rams stalwart 
Andy Thomson had to leave the field for a 
trip to hospital to have 12 stitches in a 
head gash, and will be sorely missed in 
Monday's Cup match against Adelaide 
City. 

Adelaide Blue Eagles survived a late 
charge by lowly Cumberland Foxes to 
post a 3-2 win at home and retain top 
position. 

The Blue Eagles, down to 10 men for 
most of the match after Roy Zito was sent 
off, raced to a 3-0 lead thanks to a Michael 
Brooks double and a Frank Sergi special. 


Never-say-die 
Foxes almost stole a 
point in the dying 
minutes, with subs 
Andrew Fowler and 
David Raponi scor- 
ing in time added on. 

Croydon Kings 
put a stop to 
Raiders’ — winning 
streak, posting a 2-0 
win in another tough 
encounter which 
saw 6 players cau- 
tioned. This was 
Raiders’ first loss in 
4 weeks. 

Josh Christison 
scored a 25 metre 
screamer to put the 
Kings one up in the 
first half and regular 
scorer Joel Porter 
sealed the victory 
with a brilliant solo 
effort in the second. 

Birkalla put up 
a valiant —_fight 
against the scream- 
ing Modbury Jets, 
but went down 0-3 at 

home to crash to the bottom of the table. 

The Jets’ first goal came from a 
massive drop kick from keeper Robbie 
Matosevic. The Birks’ defence failed to 
clear and Isaacson slotted the ball home. 

Ex-Birks' marksman Jason Trimboli 
put away a penalty, then followed this up 
two minutes jater with a unstoppable shot 
from 10 metres. Ben Schmidt and Shaun 
Plummer were Birks' most outstanding 
players. 

Port Lion Pirates scored their second 
win on the trot, totally dominating the full 
90 minutes to put a 2-0 halt to White City 
Warriors' charge for the finals. 

The Warriors looked only a shadow 
of the team fans have watched over the 
past few weeks, and were lucky to escape. 
with such a low score line. 

Instant hero last week for the 
Warriors, Bradley Armour, ran all day, but 
thePirates' defence refused him any clear 
shots on goal. George Tsonis and Joe 
Calabria scored for the Pirates to cement 
their place in the top four. 

Another shock result was the 2-2 
draw between Adelaide City and Metro 


Inside Soccer 


Rams win but Thomson in hospital 


Stars, all four goals coming before half 
time. 

Judging by past weeks! performanc- 
es, the pundits predicted a City win, but 
Metro showed their best fighting qualities 
to pick up a vital point which lifted them off 
the bottom of the table. 

Robbie Saraceno scored first for 
City, but Paul Simmons equalised for 
Metro. Determined to win, Lucas Pantelis 
went for a solo run, finishing with a brilliant 
shot to give City the lead. 

Again Metro struck back through 
Jason Pedron. Sadly, Metro's playmaker 
Michael Berlingeri suffered a broken leg in 
a clash with new City keeper Daniel 
Godley. 


i the State League three unexpected 
results in wet, windy conditions cre- 
ated major interest in the State League 
this weekend. 

In the match of the round, League 
leader Olympic FC dropped a valuable 
point, drawing 2-2 at home in a scrappy 
affair with determined Western Strikers. 

A hotly disputed penalty ten minutes 
in gave Strikers the lead, Piekarski mak- 
ing no mistake from the spot. 

Olympic keeper Darien Bauer kept 
his side in contention with two crucial 
saves in the first half. 

Olympic fired up in the second, Sava 
Athansiadis scoring five minutes in, then 
Strikers scoring an own goal in a desper- 
ate attempt to clear a curling shot. 

Strikers' most experienced player, 
George Konstandopoulos, well known for 
his dislike of losing, scored the equaliser 
late in the game. 

Second placed Para Hills Knights, 
under new coach Harry Bell, went down to 
0-3 to Northem Demons in the shock of 
the round. 

Knights seemed to miss the motiva- 
tion of outgoing coach Eric Norman, but 
were unlucky not to get on the score 
sheet, hitting the post three times! 

Demons, under the inspirational 
leadership of player-coach Ricky 
Cerachio, capitalised on all their chances, 
Ryan Weir, Nick Stamatelopoulos and 
Sam Salvemini sinking a goal each to take 
the three points. 

Cobras’ winning streak came to an 
abrupt 0-3 end at Weigall Oval, the home 
team feeling the full brunt of a Hills Hawks’ 
revival. 


The Harpas family, usually the back- 
bone of the Cobras, was in the wars from 
the start, Peter being stretchered off with 
a head injury and brother Paut turning the 
bail into his own net trying to clear a sav- 
age cross from Hawks' player of the 
match Simon Wegener. 

The Hawks defence, led by Sam 
Bowden and Simon Dawes, gave Cobras 
no quarter, while midfielders Ally Marshall, 
Matt Couper, Matt Hawthom and Justin 
Gallagher tore the Cobras apart. 

Wegener scored the first goal with a 
towering header from a Marshall cross, 
and classy Juan Rodriguez scoted the 
third, chipping the ball over the keeper. 

In the other surprise of the round, 
Enfield Falcons succumbed 1-2 to strug- 
gling Seaford Surfers. 

* Thomas Connor has become a regu- 
lar goalscorer for Seaford since rejoining 
the club, and the Surfers could pull off a 
few surprises in the remaining nine 
matches. 

M. Sanger scored again for Enfield, 
while M. Rooney scored the winner for 
Seaford. 

Noarlunga Bulldogs went down 0-2 
at home to in-form Salisbury Apaches. 

The Bulldogs had a chance to go 
one up when the ref awarded them a 
penalty in the first half, but Apaches’ keep- 
er Lindsay Paterson pulled off a miracu- 
lous save to stir the Apaches into action. 

Ray Deeley punished a Bulldogs’ 
defensive lapse just on half time, then 
Elliot lobbed a shot over keeper Fraser 
McLean to make it 2-0 for the Apaches 
late in the second half. 

The Bulldogs threw everything at the 
Apaches, but there was no way past 
keeper Paterson. 

Port Pirie City fought off a deter- 
mined Panthers side to post a 2-1 victory. 

The only surprise here was the 
closeness of the scoreline, many so called 
‘experts’ predicting a big win for Pirie. 
Steve Farrugia scored both goals for Port 
Pirie, while Smith scored Panthers' only 
goal. 

Anthony Best never gave in for 
Panthers, earning the accolade of ‘Best 
oft ground’! 


: WA news with Brett Klucznik 


GOING TOUGH 
AT JOONDALUP 


ith his side having an indifferent 

start to the season, E.C.U. 
Joondalup Coach Paul Simmons has. 
already conceded that this campaign is 
going to be a long one for the club. 

“We've had a big change in staff from 
last year, we've got probably seven or 
eight kids who are under the age of 21. 

And in the four games that have 
already gone in the Premier League we've 
had six first team players missing from the 
team that won the championship last 
year.” 

And the club will lose two of those 
players still in their teens to English club 
Southampton early in June as midfielders 
Darren Broxton and Anthony Danze head 
off to sign apprenticeship papers. 

As for who's in the running for this 
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year's trophy, "I think it's going to be a lot 
wider open than it has been in other sea- 
sons," Simmons said recently. 

"If you look at the results that have 
already gone, Sorrento have conceded 
eleven goals in three games then beat us 
4-1 last week. 

“Fremantle City have been down one 
week and up the next, and again they 
have a lot of stars down at Fremantle, but 
it's questionable about their depth. 

Eric Wiliams is a fine coach and he's 
certainly turned Swan around but again 
it's a question of the depth that they have." 

“Last season when we won the 
championship we had a first team squad 
of 18. Some have moved on and some 
have stayed but we've been plagued by 
injury. 

“In the first four games of the season 
we've managed to probably only field half 
the side ... But we'll be back to full 
strength in the next couple of weeks and if 


you look at the table it's wide open," 
Simmons said somewhat optimistically. 


SWAN I.C. TRANSFORMED 


fter a disappointing Night Series 

which saw Swan I.C. chart only two 
points from five games, coach Eric 
Williams has turned the team around 
with astonishing success in the 
Premier League. 

After four rounds, the club are sitting 
on top of the ladder and are yet to drop a 
point. "We're pleasantly surprised with 
how it's turned out," Williams said. 

"The acquisition of Corey Hugo at 
the back, in the goalkeeping terms, has 
made it a lot safer for us. In the Night 
Series we were trialling a few players and 
trying to get the balance. 

“And it seems like it's come togeth- 


er 
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PERTH FINDING THEIR FEET 


ndefeated in the preliminary 

rounds of the Night Series, it 
looked as though Perth S.C. were in for 
a barnstorming season but they stum- 
bled at the semi-final stage to 
Inglewood United and have been 
patchy in the League. 

"| think it was good luck more than 
good management or good form early in 
the Night Series," coach Graham 
Normanton explained. 

“It's been a building process for me. 
We've signed quite a few players and it's 
a question of getting it together ... | think 
now we're starting to really gel as a team,” 
he said prior to Perth's recent 4-nil ham- 
mering of Fremantle City. 


Inside Soccer 


Leaders lose their 100% record in ACT 


While Monaro and Bel United keep up pressure 


By Nick Guoth 


table following the games played 

on the weekend. Tuggeranong 
United dropped two places to fourth 
allowing Monaro to move up to second 
place yet still five points adrift of run- 
away leaders Gungahlin Juventus even 
though Juventus lost their 100% 
record. 

Wet and slippery conditions met 
Canberra Olympic and the Burns Club in 
their round seven match at Majura Oval 
writes Kyle McGarrigle. 

The opening 25 minutes was an 
even affair, with neither side dominating 
the other. 

The remaining 20 minutes of the first 
half however saw Canberra Olympic dic- 
tate the terms of the match, creating many 
opportunities, however they were unable 
to capitalise. 

Burns Club were staying the match 
with some good defence, but they did not 
look like scoring, only troubling Olympic's 
goal keeper once in the first half. 

With heavy rain falling at the begin- 
ning of the second half it didn't take too 
long for Olympic to put away their first 
goal. Eight minutes in Elia Salloum 


T= was only one change to the 


received the ball down the right flank, and 
beautifully moved the ball closer to the 
goal and placed it in the back of the net 
from a very difficult angle. 

With a 1-0 lead Canberra Olympic 
kept attacking Burns, however as in the 
first half, they could not take advantage of 
their opportunities. Although Burns 
defence was strong and kept Olympic 
scoreless for the rest of the half. 

Burns did try hard very late in the half 
to put away an equaliser, however 
Olympic rallied and held their lead. 

The stand out player for Canberra 
Olympic was Elia Salloum, scoring the 
only goal, and creating many opportuni- 
ties down the right side of the field. 

Robert Grande also had a very 
strong game in the middle. 

Burns goal keeper Jimmy Carr had 
another strong game, making some fine 
saves and therefore giving his side a 
chance for victory. 

A disappointed Bums coach Steve 
Bryant was happy that his team kept the 
score line so close. 

"We got a soccer lesson, it was like a 
training session for us. We just ran around 
chasing shadows all afternoon.” 

Canberra Olympic coach Baz 
Giampaolo wasnit entirely pleased with 
his teams effort. 


"At the end of the 


day, we had a lot of pos- 
session and probably 
could have put away a 
few more goals.” 


onaro were forced 
to work hard to 
defeat a tenacious 


Trinity Grammar 1 Sydney Boys 0 
Cambridge Park 4 St Pauls Penrith 0 
Colo 6 Windsor 0 

The Forest 3 Killamey Heights 1 
Kempsey 3 St Pauls Kempsey 2 
Macksvilie 9 Bowraville 0 

Wallsend 3 Jesmond 2 

Wodonga Catholic 3 Marian College 0 


Epping Boys 9 St Pius X 1 

Narrabeen 2 St Augustine 1 

All Saints Lakemba 3 Moriah College 0 
Northmead 3 Girraween 2 

Blacktown Boys 5 Plumpton 3 


Cabramatta 7 James Busby 2 
Bossiey Park 5 Fairvale 0 
John Thierry 4 Lurnea 3 

Eliz Macarthur 2 Airds 0 
Dubbo 2 St Johns Dubbo 1 
Cootamundra 4 Tumut 0 
Lowood 3 Laidley 0 


Rivermount 3 Windaroo Valley 2 
Beaudesert § Boonah 1 
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ROUND 1: 


ROUND 2: 


East Hills Boys 5 St Euphemia College 2 


Westside Christian 3 Ipswich Grammar 0 


University of Canberra 
team, 2-1, at Riverside 
stadium on Sunday 
writes. Nathan Long. 

The game was 
tough and physical, and 
played in conditions that 
varied from sunny and 
fine, to overcast and rain- 
ing. Uni dominated poss- 
esion in the first half, 
controlling the ball 
through the mid-field 
well. Utah Nirvana and 
Simon Foxhill were the 
standouts through the 
first half hour, making a 
number of breaks and 
half-chances. 

Uni had a good 
chance in the 22nd 
minute when from a goal 
clearance, mid-fielder 
Dominic Bartone gath- 
ered the ball and dribbled 
up-field. He crossed to 
the right side to Foxhill, 
whose shot was blocked 
by Monaro keeper Jan 
Jeffries. Two minutes 
after that, a dangerous 
cross by Nirvana failed to 
find Foxhill near the far 
post. 

In the 27th minute, 
Jeffries had to come out 
of his area to make a 
tackle on Tim Podlesak, 
who beat and offside trap 
following a good pass 
from Foxhill. 

in the 40th minute, 
Uni defender Steve 
Howe was cautioned for 


handballing a Darryl North shot at goal. A 
penalty kick was awarded and it seemed 
Monaro would take the lead. However, 
John Rakic missed the penalty to the left 
and the teams went into halftime tied at 0- 
0. 

Uni had got the majority of possesion 
through good control and Monaro errors, 
although the home team looked to be cre- 
ating better goal scoring opportunities. 
Uni's problem was a complete lack of fin- 
ishing. 

Monaro came out with renewed 
vigour and posted the opening goal in the 
52nd minute. At the right-hand edge of the 
penalty area, Lazar Simeonov passes 
down the line to Danny Macor, who 
crossed to John Rakic in front of goal. 
Rakic volleyed the cross into the left side 
of the net for a 1-0 lead. 

Two minutes later Bartone took a 
free kick at about centre field, 30 metres 
out, This went high towards Foxhill on the 
right side of goal. 

Foxhill leapt to meet the ball, but his 
looping header landed on the crossbar. 

In the 66th minute, Monaro went 2-0 
up through Rakic's second goal. Uni keep- 
er Michael McKenna leapt to grab a ball, 
but a mid-air collision with a group of play- 
ers caused him to spill the ball. Rakic 
swooped on the crumbs and punched the 
ball in past the outstretched left arm of 
McKenna. 

Two minutes after that, following a 
dangerous tackle by Bartone, Danny 
Macor sent a free kick which looped dan- 
gerously towards goal, but McKenna just 
managed to tap the ball over the crossbar. 

The next 15 minutes saw Monaro 
creating chances and taking shots almost 
at will, but while the Uni defence bent, it 
did not break. In the 89th minute, Paul 
Macor brought down Michael Seleke in 
the penalty area, and a penalty kick was 
duly awarded. 

Seleke kicked the ball straight into 
the left post and it rebounded to Bartone. 
Bartone couldn't capitalize on the open 
goal, and pushed his shot wide right. 

In the 92nd minute, Uni sub Andrew 
Wilson had the ball on the Monaro back 
line, to the right of goals. He crossed to 
Andrew Rankine, whose shot rebounded 
off the near post and past Jeffries into the 
net. 

With the score now 2-1, Monaro held 
out for a frantic sixty seconds before full- 
time to win 2-1. 

Monaro coach Jimmy Bland stressed 
that patience was the key for his side in 
the second half, 

"We didn't show enough patience in 
the first half. | told them at halftime to be 
more patient and to keep working. All the 
good teams are patient, and we ended up 
winning," he said. 

Uni coach Tony Brennan was happy 
with the effort of his players, despite the 
loss. 

"If you don't create any chances, you 
are going to get pumped. 

But the boys went out there and cre- 
ated some very good chances, especially 
in the first half, but our finishing just was- 
n't there... Nonetheless, I'm proud of the 
way they played,” he said. 


eanwhile at Jamison Oval the Capital 

City Suns took the first points off 
Gungahlin Juventus when they fought 
back to draw 1-1. 

After a slow start the game livened 
up following Juventus’ goal just before the 
break. Niall Stoddart scored the goal for 
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Juventus with Peter Hader converting a 
penalty for the Suns ten minutes from the 
end to level the scores. Juventus had 
more chances throughout the game but 
good keeping from Mick Kirkham kept 
them in the game. 

In the other major game of the day 
Canberra Deakin came out firing in the 
first half and three goals against the slope 
and the wind at Kambah number 2 Oval 
was enough to get up over Tuggeranong 
United. Tuggeranong came back in the 
second half but were unable to convert 
any chances. 

Tony Lemezina scored the first two 
geals. His opening score was a nice volley 
off the upright and his second came from 
the spot. Paul Ivanic netted the other with 
a header from a Luka Udjur cross. 

Woden Park was the venue for the 
match between Weston Creek Royals and 
Belconnen United. The team from the 
North were just too good for Weston even- 
tually taking the game out 4-0. 

For Belconnen Scott Manson scored 
a hatrick with Marko Perinovic opening 
the scoring. Weston tried hard a generat- 
ed a couple of good chances, but were too 
in-experienced allowing Belconnen some 
soft goals. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 1ST GRADE: 
Tuggeranong United 0 
Canberra Deakin 3, 


Gungahlin Juventus 1 
Capital City Suns 1 


Canberra Olympic 1 
Burns FC 0 


Monaro 2 
UCU Pumas 1 


Weston Creek Royals 0 
Belconnen United 4 


TABLE: 

Gungahlin Juventus 20 
Monaro 15 

Belconnen United 14 
Tuggeranong United 14 
Canberra Deakin 12 
Canberra Olympic 11 
Capital City Suns 8 
Burns FC 3 

University of Canberra 3 
Weston Creek Royals 2 


PREMIER LEAGUE UNDER 23S: 
Tuggeranong United 1 
Canberra Deakin 2 


Gungahlin Juventus 3 
Capital City Suns 1 


Weston Creek Royals 0 
Belconnen United 5 


PREMIER LEAGUE UNDER 19S: 
Tuggeranong United 0 
Canberra Deakin 1 


Gungahlin Juventus 2 
Capital City Suns 1 


Weston Creek Royals 1 
Belconnen United 2 


Donev inspires awesome Demons 


n this top of the table NSW Super 

League clash there was only one side 
that looked title material. That was 
Brian Brown's Blacktown who steam- 
rolled the Bonnyrigg White Eagles to 
the tune of four goals to one at the 
Serbian Centre on the weekend. And it 
was their signing from Victoria who did 
most of the damage on what was a 
dark day for the White Eagles. 


New signing Zlatko Donev, from VPL 
powerhouse Green Gully, helped the 
Demons to this fine victory, and one which 
puts them as firm favourites with the book- 
ies for another championship. 

Donev has not played in a losing 
team this year, quite a remarkable feat. 

It wasn't just the goals that made him 
stand out - he scored two together with 
Paul Dee and, of course, Mark Hagger - 
rather the way he held up the ball under 
Pressure until his teammates could 
receive the ball. 

Knowing that a win in this game 
would see Blacktown leapfrog their oppo- 
nents on the table, City began in furious 
fashion, going two up before anyone know 
what the hell was going on 

Damien Brown's lofted pass was 
cleverly controlled by the chest of Jason 
Bennett, deep in Eagles territory, and he 
played it into the path of the on-running 
Donev whose attempt was blocked, leav- 
ing Marvelous Mark Hagger to score. 

Then by the time the inquest in the 
defence had barely finished when little 
Paul Dee crossed for Doney who headed 
in to the net for a beautiful second. 

The Eagles however steadied some- 
what with David Reid, brother of Wolves 
Paul, and Javier Mancino excelling, how- 
ever their profligate finishing, from the 


trously became a nightmare for 
the home side when Brown's cor- 
ner was fumbled by Sasha Bozic 
in goal and in the resultant stra- 
mash Paul Dee slotted home for 
his first ever goal for City. 

The joumeyman now joins 
his teammates, all of whom have 
scored for the Demons. 

Four minutes after the break 
the excellent Reid set up 
Hawrysiuk who in turn centred for 
goal machine Johnny Ghisso and 
the striker headed past Greco in 
the Demons goal. 1-3 to Demons 
but that was the best it was going 
to get for the home side. 

Sensing a comeback the 
clinical City forged ahead to kill off 
the game, this they did on 70 min- 
utes. Sub Chris Bradley sent the 
ball out to Bennett, and the for- 
mer Breaker fired a diagonal ball 
into the path of Donev, who 
capped his man of the match 
show by slamming the ball home 
from just inside the area.. 

And that's how it ended, 4-1 
to the visiting Blacktown City. 


Starting line-ups. 


Zlatko Doney: formerly of Gully in the VPL now playing for 


Demons in NSW. 


Blacktown: Greco, Foxe, Langan, 


likes of those two plus Hawrysiuk, Ghisso 
and Luff, cost them any chance of a 
revival. 


Bonnyrigg: Bozic, Green, Dragas, 
Reid, Mancino, Devrimol, Harding, 
Hawrysiuk, Van Bentum, Luff, Ghisso. 


Riches, Yates, Brown, Sermanni, Dee, 
Donev, Bennett, Hagger. 


Blacktown's Damien Foxe: another good per- 
former for City. 


t Lambert Park on Sunday, 

Leichhardt escaped with a draw 
after a _ revitalised Canterbury 
Marrickville skipped away to a 2-0 lead 
in the first half through goals from Jim 
Nikas and Abbas Saad. 

Jason Lal and Vuko Tomasevic 
managed to score for Leichhardt to keep 
their premiership ambitions well and truly 
alive. For Canterbury, the draw may well 


put their hopes of making the finals 
beyond reach unless they can tum on a 
string of victories over the next seven 
weeks. 

After coach Ljube Jancev was 
asked to resign during the week, 
Bankstown City recorded their first home 
win of the season in defeating Eastern 
Suburbs 4-1at Jensen Park under new 
coach Billy McColl, 

Fairfield Bulls also defeated the 
hapless Manly Warringah by the 
samescoreline and are finally living up to 
the expectations many had of them atthe 
beginning of the season. 

Parramatta Eagles maintained their 
record as the ‘leading drawers' in Super 
League by recording their 10th draw from 


On 33 minutes what began disas- 


FHS ora | 


Mark Hagger: now 19 goals for the season. 


19 games, with a 0-0 result against 
Macarthur at Lynwood Park. Of all the 
teams in the current top 5, their position 
appears most vulnerable. 

After a scoreless first half at 
Seymour Shaw Park, the crowd was 
treated to five. goals in 26 minute. Penrith 
raced to a 3-0 lead with goals to Danny 
Hinton, Martin Driene and Allan Picken, 
for Sutherland then to turn on the tap with 
goais from the lightning fast Ali Salim and 
Kris Karanasos - but too late to take the 
three points away from the visitors. 

St George had an unexpected loss 
at home to Central Coast, going down 2- 
1. 


SUPER LEAGUE 
SOCCER 


THIS SUNDAY AFTERNGON 21 MAY AT 


MELITA STADIUM 


LES 
v 


CANTERBURY 


‘MARRICKVILLE 


SEE SUPER LEAGUE'S SUPER EAGLES 
TAKE ON THE BERRIES 


FIRST GRADE 3PM - UNDER 21 1PM - UNDER 18 11AM 


ADULTS $10 - STUDENT & PENSIONERS $5 
KIDS UNDER 16 $2 


Tuesday 16 May, 2000 


Inside Soccer 


Division 1: First GrapbEP W D L F A Pts GO NSW RESULTS 
Dulwich Hill ie ie 3 § S27 sow 4S FEDERATION DIVISION ONE: FIRST GRADE: Rockdale City Suns 0 MSC Liverpoo! 2 (B Hewit 28m F 
Hajduk Wanderers 117 «21 «3 17 «9 «22 8 Screpis 70m), Dulwich Hill 1 (L Oounis 62m) Hurstville City Minotaurs 0, Aubum United 0 Hajduk 
Rockdale. City Suns chi. eal 4025 igual Osaer Wanderers 2 (J Anderson 5/69m), Illawarra Lions 2 (D Tosevski 52m S Kotevski 65m) Ryde City Gunners 
M.S.C. Liverpool @ 5 4. 2 7 13 949) 84 0, AC United 2 (J Melissourgos 67m S Cevinini 89m) Bathurst 75 (G Wallace 77m B Crawley 86m P 
AC United NO’ 5ea-2) FO Teeny as. Clancey 88m), Fraser Park 1 (J Palapanis 81m) Stanmore Hawks 1 (A Laca 53m). UNDER 21: Rockdale 
‘SlanniGrel aves NOledr 2,2 lakaects iat 740m Gity Suns 0 MSC Liverpool 0, Dulwich Hill 0 Hurstville City Minotaurs 1, Auburn United 1 Hajduk Wanderers 
Fraser Park TG 3, eet A 20 TS Shae Siecncin  peae homey aie sara eeielegls ie Seok eee irik 
Hee NG Saad te 1S Geet Seead United 0 Hajduk Wanderers 5, tllawarra Lions 1 Ryde City Gunners 3, AC United 2 Bathurst 1, Fraser 
lawarra Lions We Ocean 2) 41 Same eas Park 0 Stanmore Hawks 3. 
eR oUUR Ung 10 eae See eet Chay i FEDERATION DIVISION TWO: FIRST GRADE: Belmore Hercules 0 Hurstville ZSC 1, Greystanes 2 
Bathurst "75 W202 7 13 32 8 «19 University of NSW 1, Mt Druitt Town Rangers 2 Hakoah 1, Mt Pritchard 1 Hills United 0, Sydney District 0 
Ryde CityGunners 10 0 1 9 98 26 14 ~17 Sydney University 5, Central Coast Lakers 2 White City 1. UNDER 21: Belmore Hercules 0 Hurstville ZSC 
6, Greystanes 3 University of NSW 4, Mt Druitt Town Rangers 3 Hakoah 3, Mt Pritchard 1 Hills United 1, 
Division 1: RESERVES P W OD LF A Pts GD Sydney District 2 Sydney University 10, Central Coast Lakers 3 White City 2. GRADE 18: Belmore 
Hajduk Wanderers yh! ee 36) 6 4 25.32 Hercules 2 Hurstville ZSC 1, Greystanes 4 University of NSW 1, Mt Druitt Town Rangers 3 Hakoah 
AC United 106 3 1 29 9 31 20 O(Forfeit), Mt Pritchard 5 Hills United 0, Sydney District 0 Sydney University 6, Central Coast Lakers 5 
Dulwich Hill 4A Gi sil aaa t Gy 10. White City 1. 
rraser'Park 1 4. SleMeis 17 Me FEDERATION DIVISION THREE: FIRST GRADE: Balmain 3 Parramatta City 0, Trasandinos 1 Westem 
M.S.C. Liverpool Tt deS Orono" jue Sydney Lions 3, The Wanderers 3 Prairiewood United 4; Colo Colo 5 Liverpool City 2, Prospect United 0 
Stanmore Hawks 100 4) 4 ees 6 ae ie Nepean District 1, Holy Crass Ryde 1 Camden Tigers 4. RESERVE GRADE: Balmain 2 Parramatta City 0, 
Ryde City Gunners 10 5 4 Aig it 46 e Trasandinos 1 Western Sydney Lions 6, The Wanderers 3 Prainiewood United 0, Colo Colo 4 Liverpoot City 
oun United 104 1 5 15 22 13 = 1, Prospect United 0 Nepean District 1, Holy Cross Ryde 1 Gamden Tigers 1. 
Bases ci i eae Siero FEDERATION DIVISION FOUR: FIRST GRADE: Sporting SCC Z Sydney Crescent Star 5, Maroubra 
Bathurst '75 "4 € United 3 Sydney Crescent Star 5, Sporting SCC 1 Auburn Star 4, Granville Greenistand 4 Hawkesbury City 
athurst '75 ae Se ee ae 2. Marrickville 2 Springwood 1, United Eagles 3 CSI Schofields 1, Eastern Creek Pioneers 0 Kellyville Koits 
Rockdale CitySuns 17 3 10 7 «13 31 10-18 2. RESERVE GRADE: Sporting SCC 2 Sydney Crescent Star 4, Maroubra United 1 Sydney. Crescent Star 
Illawarra Lions a Hee th A Pl B76. 0) 71 1, Sporting SCC 2 Auburn Star 0, Granville Greenisiand 1 Hawkesbury City 3, Marrickville 1 Springwood 0. 
United Eagles 9 CSI Schofields 1, Eastern Creek Pioneers 0 Kellyville Kolts 0. 
Dwision 1: U18’s P W OD Ay -exeoe) “ 
M.S.C. Liverpool nee 1 2 elt 25 eee, 
Hajduk Wanderers 7 Sota ose 10 Alen) Olympic 9, Western Sydney Passion 1 UTS 13. RESERVE GRADE: Birrong Sports 2 iene Olympic 5, 
Ryde City Gunners ioe 7 4 Daa 10 ~ 39." 95 Kosciusko 3 Lithgow Workmen 1, Petersham 1 Bossy 1. Birrong Sports 3 Hinchinbrook Juniors 0 (Forfeit), 
Stanmore Hawks 410 6 3 1°25 4 214 24 Fairfield City 1 Liverpool Olympic 2, Western Sydney Passion 1 UTS 2. 
AC United 40 6) “3 4 MORE ID 21-46 WOMENS SUPER LEAGUE: FIRST GRADE: Manly Warringah Dolphins 6 Macarthur Rams 1, Marconi 1 
Rockdale CiySuns. fide 3 2 15 21 7 ees poses 0, Docnanslemasrens etaeractesess 3, pone cort Lakers 1 Seances 
* : Gladesville Ravens 1 Wollongong Manly Warringah Dolphins 2 Macarthur Rams 
Se ee 0, Marconi 2 Northem NSWIHAS 1, Central Coast Lakers 0 Sutherland Sharks 2, Gladesville Ravens 2 
(ESTP US af) OR OS Lares WOMENS STATE LEAGUE: FIRST GRADE: St George Association 0, Gladesvilie Homsby Koalas 2. UTS 
Hurstville City W301 7 12 23 10 -14 3 Roselands Raptors 2, CSI Schofields 0 St George Association 4, Inter Lions 0 Hajduk Wanderers 3. 
Auburn United La aS He fate 2 GRADE 19: St George Association 5 Gladesville Homsby Koalas 3, UTS 3 Roselands Raptors 1, CS! 
llawarra Lions a a a i Wc: a2 RM Schofields 0 St George Association 2, Inter Lions 0 Hajduk Wanderers 5. 
SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: GRADE 13: Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 9 Sutherland Sharks 4, Northern Spirit 
Division 2: First Grave PP W OD LF AS Pts.) GB: 0 Sutherland Sharks 2, Sydney 0 Fairfield Bulls 1, Sydney Olympic Wanderers 4 
Greystanes 10 9 1 0 30 6 #28 24 Marconi Stallions 1 Bankstown City 4, Leichhardt Tigers 3 Manly 
Hurstville ZSC. "1 66 3 ee 20 eee 8 
Mt Pritchard 1. ea "a Cis or Ome j 0 
Sydney University LCE ay Pe le Ae ar ley alt 
Beincrethemiss 9° (Slo 4 Ae tine sm met Sydney United 1 Fairfield Gulls 0, Sydney Olympic 5 Easter Suburbs Wanderers 2, Marconi Stallions 2 
Hakoah 404 1 5 24 27 13 42 Manly Parana Ege Sacto Cy 
Mt Druitt Town Rangers9 3 4 2 17 «17 «13 «20 ccammeriay 
Hills United 10 4 Oi Git Sante ees 
UniversityOfNSW 11 30 «30 O55 14 «17 «12—~=«C*B 
White City i Sek ees eels Ee 
CentralCoastLakes 9 3 0 6 14 23 9 9 
Sydney District 10 (0p o 1) Gk eas aie tuneo8 
Division 2: REseRves P W OD LF (A Pts GD 
Mt Pritchard 1G 7a JF iit gtk Wk Same 
Hurstville ZSC TOT | tess 20 em lumezen 1S c 
Sydney University AO} RGN Si seslin SOnee Sie eolieen 5 ‘DIVIsi ‘> ee ee aes Blacktown 
Mt Druitt Town Ranges9 5 2 2 18 13 17° 5 Ass : City § Ryde United 1, Fame untied, Sbewpris Lions.C, Seepsiore 
Hills United 9660" 16-0") 23am 7p atoec awks : Lisa 
BelmoreHercules 9 4 2 3 18 14 14 4 one pipes a a Blacktown ca ens 
Central Coastlakers’ 0) Ea wna cMmeaemioNmtS Tn) es pa rhe sed i Century eeaton ‘GRADE 
University OFNSW 11 322 6H 5 Canterbury ver 
Greystanes 10 .2 4 ce Stee a aK) 4 
Hakoah 10) 2 «3, 75 Eh2t e25igmOn 4 Hajduk Wanderers 6; Nepean Association 1 Canterbury ote : p ; 
Sydney District 10 20F iO ge al 255 ge oh Nepean Association 0, BI Coser acoder 5 Rockin Ci Sue 0, Ryde Cy OAC Unies 2 Hills 
White City AF Gi 3) GieelS i SSieae a) 518 United 0 Illawarra Lions 3, Stanmore Hawks 1 Mt Pritchard 1, Canterbury Association 1 Hajduk Wanderers 
4, Nepean Association 2 Canterbury Association 2. 
Division 2: U18's Pw O L F A Pts GD DIVISION TWO YOUTH LEAGUE: GRADE 13: Camden Tigers 2 Parramatta City 0, Central Coast Lakers 
Mt Pritchard 10 8 2 0 28 8 26 20 5 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0, CS! Schofields 2 MSC Liverpool 0, Granville Association 2 Ku-Ring-Gai 
Mt Druitt Town Rangers 10 7 3 0 21 4 24 17 Association 5, Hurstville City 1 Hawkesbury City 4. GRADE 14; Camden Tigers 4 Parramatta City 0, 
Belmore Hercules TON STN 20 Soc 0s Lone Whee Central Coast Lakers 2 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 1, CS! Schofields 3 MSC Liverpool 1, Granville Association 
Hills United Fs) 1 Sh M4 stl ets 3 4 Ku-Ring-Gai Association 8, Hurstville City 0 Hawkesbury City 1. GRADE 15: Camden Tigers 1 
Hurstville ZSC SES) BO) 45 oT 2 aS 0) Parramatta City 2, Central Coast Lakers 5 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 2, CSI Schofields 1 MSC Liverpool 2, 
SydneyiUnNerelyiGge ee) WAS So) 2s Cee Paes Granville Association 2 Ku-Ring-Gai Association 1, Hurstville City 1 Hawkesbury City 4, Camden Tigers 1 
Central Coast Faker om lees iiee? memo oon | aan a Parramatta City 2, Central Coast Lakers 0 Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0, CSi Schofields 1 MSC Liverpoo! 1, 
Giauenss 10S eee ea ane Granville Association 0 Ku-Ring-Gai Association 3, Hurstville City'2 Hawkesbury City 3. 
iiskoany Aiea SD ee Na eae SUPER CADET LEAGUE: GRADE 11: Bonnyrigg While Eagles 0 Macarthur Rams 2, Northern Spirit 0 
University) OGNS Ws Jl 2 as Som Seti 25 Staal, Sutherland Sharks 4, Sydney United 5 Fairfield Bulls 1, Sydney Olympic 2 Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 1, 
Sydney District Ber i! pole Getting 2a eens ni Stallions 3 Bankstown City Cubs 1, Leichhardt Tigers 2 Manly Warringah Dolphins 1, Parramatta — 
White City Sood) eal (Ome l(t 2 arden fae 1 Blacktown City Demons 1, St George 1 Cerra Coast Coates ‘Coasties 3, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 
Woes Sue LE EOL Domne At PEeGD Wollongong Wolves 4, Penrith Panthers 6 Canterbury Marrickville 1. GRADE 12: Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 
NorhemNSWHAS 12 9 1 2 47 11 28 36 Macarthur Rams 2, Northem Spit 1 ep yeae sre 1, Son et SS OO Ee 5 
Marconi 12 8) 2) °2)'50) 8) 526 42’ Olympic 6 Eastem Suburbs Wanderers 0, Marconi satel S Fi 
Sutherland Sharks (2006 24) ce SO) a0 CON 20) Manly Warringah Dolphins 0, Parramatta Eagles 1 Blacktown pediegesian 3, ace Central sama 
NSW Inst Spor/Acad. 11 7 1 3 26 10 22 16 Coasties 3, Bonnyrigg White Eagles) Wolo Wolves i en epg 
Central Coast Lakers 115 2 4 17 30 17 -13 CADET LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: GRADE 11: Mt Pritchard 7 cea Rani wanes F 
Manly Warringah Dolp. 11 4 3 4 22 15 15 7 Parramatta oe SapereeS csi aeere Mt aioe AC snack noe Town Soe? 
aes Ee if 3 : & a ae if ss ree City 1 Hawesstr) City 2, Ryde City 3 Rockdale City Suns 0, M.D.S.F.A. Cadets 2 Hills United ©. 
een ae 4 4° DS Pee? BS, Geet GRADE 42: Mt Pritchard 0 MDSFA Cadets 1, Stanmore Hawks 0 Parramatta City 1, AC United 2 CSI 
Macarthur Rams 42°" 405 4g Schofields 2, Mt Pritchard 0 AC United 2, Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0 Central Coast Lakers 7, M.S.C. 


Liverpoo! 1 CSI Schofields 4, Illawarra Lions 3 Hajduk Wanderers 0, Hurstville City 1 Hawkesbury City 1, 
Ryde City 0 Rockdale City Suns 0. M.D.S.F.A. Cadets 3 Hills United 0. 
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Inside Soccer 


McColl’s arrival sparks Lions into action 


McDonald 19, 70, Trposhi 62, ssa 64 - 


EASTERN SUBURBS 1 


peenenprennl ey aoe ae 


By Ben Cubby 


ankstown City’s new coach Billy 

McColl enjoyed a bright start to his 

Jensen Park career when the Lions 
scored a resounding 4-1 win over Eastern 
Suburbs on Sunday afternoon. 

Remarkably, this was Bankstown's first 
home victory of the season - a statistic that saw 
former boss Ljube Jancev depart during the week 
and McColl move across from the Leichhardt 
Under-21 side. 

Easts appeared to be gaining the upper 
hand until a three goal burstmidway through the 
second half sealed a comprehensive victory for 
the home side. 

Neither side realistically has much hope of 
teaching the finals this season, but both contest- 
ed the match with a hunger and desperation that 
made this mid-table clash look more like a cham- 
pionship decider. 

After an evenly balanced opening period, 
Bankstown took the lead when lan McDonald put 
away the first clear-cut chance of the game in the 
19th minute. 

An excellent cross from Goce Trposki 
caused a scramble in the Easts penalty area, and 
McDonald pounced on a ioose ball to rifle home 
the opener from the edge of the 6-yard box. 

George Issa almost nabbed another straight 
after the re-start, but his blistering shot was acro- 
batically beaten away by Wanderers goalkeeper 
Con Anastasiadis. 

Hossam Nouh, Bankstown's  slightly-built 
midfielder with the visionary touch, created a 
number of chances with perceptive passing and 
movement up and down the right flank. 

Easts launched some promising moves of 
their own, mainly via the industrious play of vet- 
eran Craig Sharpley, although the absence of 
their resident goal-machine Jim Aschner left a 
gaping hole up front. 

Bankstown had the better of the game until 
the Wanderers claimed an opportunistic equalis- 
er in stoppage time at the end of the first half. 

Persistent pressure from Yavuz Ekinci and 
Ben Deighan saw the ball ricochet unexpectedly 


FIRST GRADE 
BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES 4 

(J Ghisso 50m) 
BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS 4 

(M Hagger tm Z Donev 370m P Dee 33m) 
MACARTHUR RAMS 0 

PARRAMATTA EAGLES 0 

ST GEORGE SAINTS 1 

(J Sakis 80m pen.) 
CENTRAL COAST COASTIES 2 

(N Bye 14m A Peatey 64m) 

LEICHHARDT TIGERS 2 

(J Lal 67m V Tomasevic 77m) 
CANTERBURY MARRICKVILLE BERRIES 2 
(J Nikas 29m A Saad 32m) 
SUTHERLAND SHARKS 2 

{A Salim 75m K Karanasos 79m) 

PENRITH PANTHERS 3 

(D Hinton 53m M Driene 60m A Picken 63m) 
MANLY WARRINGAH DOLPHINS 1 

(0 Webb 65m) 

FAIRFIELD BULLS 4 

{D locca 13m G Zabetakis 81m D Huseyin 87m M 


BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS 4 


into the path of Mait 
Shepherd, and the defend- 
er coolly slotted the ball 
under Bankstown ‘keeper 
Ziatko Joseski to make it 1- 
1 


Easts came out firing 
after the break, and for a 
while Bankstown were on 
the ropes. Big Vadim Mikoutski, recently back 
from Europe, began to show a little of his 
undoubted class with a series of gliding runs 
down the middle of the park. 

Rudi Jerkovic missed a golden chance to 
put the visitors in front in the 58th minute when 
he was unable to contro! a perfect cross from 
Deighan, firing high over the bar. 

{t proved to be the tuming point of the 
match. The next passage of play saw Trposki 
score with a well-placed header, after the 
Wanderers failed to clear a corner. 

Issa crowned a man-of-the-match perform- 
ance with a superb goal in the 64th minute. He 
single-handedly harassed the Easts defence into 
conceding possession, then advanced and 
drilled an unstoppable 18-yard shot into the back 
of the net to make it 3-1. 

McDonald took advantage of some slack 
marking to wrap it up in the 7Oth, finishing off a 
Nabil Codmani cross after more fine play from 
Issa. 

The action switched quickly from end to end 
as the clock wound down. Issa had time to fire a 
couple of shots wide, and Mikoutski drew a fine 
save from Joseski in the 79th with a cracking 
shot on the tum. 

Easts substitute Axel Loreu should have 
added a second in injury time, but Joseski got the 
better of him in a one-on-one situation. 

Bankstown remain in ninth position on the 
league table after their victory, but much satisfac- 
tion will be taken from the breaking of the home 
ground hoodoo. 

Best for the Lions were the irrepressible 
Issa, composed sweeper Richard Luksic and 
Hossam Nouh. For Eastern Suburbs, Yavuz 
Ekinci did well in his attacking midfield role. 

BANKSTOWN CITY: Joseski, Nouh, 
Trpcevski, Luksic, Grozdanovski, Codmani, Issa, 
Trposki (Lozevski 84), McDonald (Talevski 84), 
Lemazina (Maslinkoski 90), Kanaan. 

EASTERN SUBURBS: Anastasiadis, 
Segreto, Dihm, Sharpley, Shepherd, Ekinci, 
Jerkovic (Alexopoulos 71), McComb (Pillemer 
77), Nicholls, Deighan (Loreu 84), Mikoutski. 


Blacktown City Demons 2 Leichhardt Tigers 1 
Bonnyrigg W. Eagies 1 Blacktown City 4 
Macarthur Rams 0 Parramatta Eagles 0 
S& George Saints 1 Central Coast 3 
Leichhardt Tigers 0 Canterbury Mckville 2 
Sutherland Sharks 2 Penrith Panthers 1 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 1. Fairfield Bulls 3 
Bankstown City Lions 0 Easter Suburbs 1 
UNDER 18: 
Biacktown City Demons 1 Leichhardt Tigers 2 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 Blacktown City 7 
Macarthur Rams 0 Parramatta Eagles 0 
St George Saints 0 Central Coast 2 
Leichhardt Tigers 1 Canterbury M’ckville 0 
Suthertand Sharks 2 Penrith Panthers 1 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 0 Fairfield Bulls 2 
Bankstown City Lions 0 Eastern Suburds 3 
WOMEN’S SUPER LEAGUE 
FIRST GRADE: 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 6 Macarthur Rams 1 
Marconi 1 Northam NSW/HAS 0 
Nepean Association 0 NSW Academy 3 
Central Coast Lakers 1 Sutherland Sharks 0 
Gladesville Ravens 1 Wollongong Wolves 3 
GRADE 21: 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 2 Macarthur Rams 0 
Marconi 2 Northem NSW/HAS 4 
Central Coast Lakers 0 ‘Sutherland Sharks 2 


Gijadesvilie Ravens 2 Wollongong Wolves 2 
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super League Tables 


FIRST GRADE: Lb, F A Pt GD 
BLackTown Crry DEMONS ts ‘3 3°53 16 #41 «#37 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 19 13 0 6 52 3% 39 16 
Leichhardt Tigers 48 11. 3 4 44 28 36 13 
St George Saints 18 10 3 5 32 2 33 10 
Parramatta Eagles [She 10: Zp, AG meer. si) 12 
Central Coast Coasties eh fi oa 5 30 23 27 7 
Fairfield Bulls (“i eek 8 35 34 «27 4 
Canterbury Manickville 19 6 1 40 29 42 26 -13 
Bankstown City Lions 19 6 5 1B) 27a 20m 25 ire =$ 
Eastem Subs Wanderers 19 6 1 12 32 45 19 ~13 
Macarthur Rams. 19 4 6 SB) 21 eevee Ze 
Penrith Panthers Rae Sedee@, (24) 243) dg. -22 6 
Sutherland Sharks 19596 Sid? 239 At 18h 24 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 18 2 6 10 19 38 12 ~19 


UNDER 21 P W OD L F A Pt GD 
Biacktown Cry Demons 18 12 4 2 #45 20 40 25 
Central Coast Coasties 18 12 2 4 3 18 38 17 
Penrith Panthers 18 10 #1 7 32. 25) 31 7 
Leichhardt Tigers 18 9 3 6 3 2 3 11 
Parramatta Eagles 19 oT 7 Bw wm 2B 1 
Eastem Subs Wanderers 19 7 5 7 2 33 20 4 
Macarthur Rams AEN TP 9 2 3 4 38 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 19 6 5 6 32 3 2 1 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 18 7 2 9) :34 38 2st 
Canterbury Marrickville ASHeR7Ae2eeIO . 30) 1.39) =23, » 9 
* Sutherland Sharks 19 6 5 Bi 4128 AO... (23: = 12) 
St George Saints AGG) 4: 6 2 31 2 -3 
Fairfield Bulls iE) Ge Ed Si 231) sso 22s eae 
Bankstown City Lions 19 3 5 i 32 46 14 -14 


UNDER 18 ep WD L fF A Pt GD 
FAIRFIELD Butts 19 14 #1 4 38 2 43 «18 
Parramatta Eagles 19 13 3 3 880 22 “ae St 
Leichhardt Tigers ‘UU Maelo 3 3 0 23 38 17 
Blacktown CityDemons 18 10 6 23 6 % 18 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 19 8 4 7.30) 29: 2 1 
Central Coast Coasties eek = imasome2kg 27) | 14 
Macarthur Rams 13 8 5 e280 22 27, 6 
Sutherland Sharks iT: ey ee) Tietemecounc, 4 
Penrith Panthers 18 5 8 § 31 24 23 7 
Bankstown City Lions 19) (Geeeshoe10) 25° 3G 21-10 
Eastem Subs Wanderers 19 5 5 9 27. 45 20 -18 
St George Saints tSieis a sed gee oe, 14. -30 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 18 3 2 13 17 34 11 -17 
Canterbury Marrickville 19) J0i_ «3° 46 Wtia49 3 -38 


Saturday 20 May 
Sutherland Sharks v St George Saints - Seymour Shaw 
Games 7.00pm (1st grade} - 5.00pm (21s) - 3.00pm (18s) 
Central Coast Coasties v Bonnyrigg W. E. - Pluim Park 
Games 6.00pm (1st grade) - - 4.00pm (21s) - 2.00pm (18s) 
Blacktown City v Macarthur Rams - Gabbie Stadium 
Games 6.00pm (1st grade) - 4.00pm (21s) - 2.00pm (185) 


Sunday 21 May 
Parramatta Eagles v Canterbury M’kville - Melita Stadium 
Games 3.00pm (1st grade) - 1.00pm (21s) - 11.00am (18s) 
Fairfield Bulls v Penrith Panthers - Nineveh Field 
Games 3.00pm (‘st grade) - 1.00pm (21s) - 11.00am (18s) 
Eastern Suburbs v Manly Warringah - Wentworth Park 
Games 3.00pm (1st. grade} - 1.00pm (21s) - 11.00am (18s). 
Bankstown City Lions v Leichhardt Tigers - Jensen Park 
Games 3.00pm (1st grade) - 1.00pm (21s) - 11.00am (18s) 


Catch all the latest news on football in 
NSW in Super Soccer OUT 18 Mayi 


www. soccernsw.com.au 
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Cal Roper: another 
one to watch 


was watching a Central Coast 
Coasties a few weeks ago and 
asked 'who's the kid with the pony tail’. 
When told he was only eighteen and 
just been promoted to the first team 
squad, Fowler remarked ‘he's not bad’. 
With respect to Fowler, he's very, very 
good. 
Cal Roper has lived on the Central 
Coast of NSW since he was seven year of 
age. 


S uper Soccer writer Mark Fowler, 


He first played soccer in the East 
Gosford under 8 team and for the next two 
years he lined-up with Terrigal along with 
the World Cup runners up Joeys' goal- 
keeper Jess Van Stratten and another up 
and coming Coasties player Daniel 


squad of sixteen players. After a couple of 
games it was obvious that last season's 
problems were a thing of the past and first 
grade coach Dale Eggleton was quick to 
Notice that he was showing all of his old 
abilities. 

Roper was put in the first grade team 
as a 'bench player’ for a ten matches com- 
ing on late in the game as a substitute, 
went back to the Under 21 team for a few 
matches, helped them consolidate their 
top of the table position, and then played 
his first full game for the top top team and 
scored the team's only goal in a disap- 
pointing loss to Sutherland. 

He has been a starter ever since and 
in the 5-1 victory over Eastern Suburbs 
scored a goal that that any striker would 


Exciting prospect Gal Roper of Central Coast Coasties. 


Surridge. 

At eleven years of age he joined the 
Coasties, had a year away, went back to 
the Coasties for three years, transferred to 
Newcastle club 
Adamstown for one 
season playing under 
16, then retumed to the 
Coasties and has been 
there ever since. 

He was also 
selected to train with 
the Central Coast 
Academy under former 
Coasties coach, Allan Bourke. 

In 1998 and 1999 he played in the 
Coasties under 18 team in the NSW Super 
League. Last season his form seemed to 
slip and he spent most of the second half 
of the season on the substitutes bench. 

Roper had always shown he had 
something special, aggression, never say 
die attitude and the ability to convert 
chances into goals but late last season he 
seemed to lose all this. 

He would be the first to admit that 
things were not going right for him. 

He retumed for this season's Under 
21 team trials and was selected in the 


have been proud of when he coolly 
trapped a pass, saw the ‘keeper off the 
line and chipped him from twelve metres 


Last Saturday 
night even the NBN 
Central Coast televi- 
sion people, who film 
all Coasties matches, 
remarked as he was 
leaving the field - ‘the 
young kid in the num- 
ber 6 shirt is a goer!" 

Roper seems to 
have it all. As Eggleton said at last 
Saturday night's ‘man of the match’ pres- 
entation, yes “the boy’s' got unlimited tal- 
ent, he just needs to convert a few more of 
the chances he's making for himself and 
he could become one of the best players 
the Central Coat has produced.” 

So beware all other Super League 
clubs, you have been wamed - watch out 
for ‘the kid with the pony tail in the number 
six shirt.’ 
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Coasties win on the road 


‘ou could have bet on it - the 
Y costs, having played seven 

games in a row at home with only 
one win and four draws, played away 
and duly won. 

The match was very even, very com- 
petitive and very exciting. The Coasties 
dominated for the first twenty minutes 
causing the St George defence many 
problems. Les Bihari was very busy, in the 
home goal during this period keeping out 
several Coasties goal attempts and it was 
Not surprising when a great move involv- 
ing Shane Knight, Paul Roberts and Adam 
Peatey ended up with Nathan Bym open- 
ing the scoring in the fourteenth minute. 

These four players had been domi- 
nant and had been involved in most of the 
Coasties attacks up to this goal. 

St George appeared to lift after the 
shock of having a goal scored against 
them and Jim Bakis made a number of 
dangerous runs but was not able to finish 
as is usually expected of him. 

The game was pretty even for the 
balance of the first half with both defences 
solid and neither goalkeeper really tested. 

The second half commenced at a 
rapid pace with Papagergiou shooting 
over the bar following a good St George 
move: 

Soon after Knight put Peter Ritchie 
through only to see his shot end up safely 
in Bihari's arms. 

St George immediately counter 
attacked and Gary Meier brilliantly tipped 
a vicious Bakis shot from 20 metres over 
the bar. 

Bakis had another great opportunity 
two minutes later but shot just wide. 

Shaun Matthwes then put Byrn 
through and his overhead shot was well 
saved by Bihari. 

St George was putting the Coasties 
defence under tremendous pressure but 
they withstood the challenge and after 


SUPER 
ON THE 


PLUIM PARK, LISAROW 


SATURDAY 20 MAY 
CENTRAL COAST 


Ca ) COA 
€ : 


WHITE 


CAN THE HIGHEST SCORERS IN 
SUPER LEAGUE CRACK THE SECOND 
BEST DEFENCE? 

LUFF AND GHISSO v 
MATTHEWS AND STEELE! 


FIRST GRADE 6.00PM/UNDER 21 4.00PM/UNDER 18 2.00PM 


ADULTS $10 - CONCESSION/STUDENTS $5 
WE DO NOT CHARGE FOR KIDS UNDER 16 


Tuesday 16 May, 2000 


twenty minutes of the second half Knight 
found Peatey on the edge of the St 
George penalty area. Peatey fought his 
way past three St George defenders and 
his lobbed shot left Bihari clutching for air 
and the Coasties were two up. 

St George again raised their momen- 
tum and once again the Coasties were 
Under pressure. 

With then minutes to go the Saints 
were awarded a penalty. Bakis took the 
spot kick and although Meier went the 
right way the ball whizzed past him to put 
St George back in the game. 

For the last ten minutes it was near- 
ly all St George and with three minutes to 
go the ball was in the net but referee Greg 
Lenerton disallowed the goal for an obvi- 
ous hand ball. 

The Coasties defence was under 
great pressure but they showed a will to 
win not seen for many weeks and held out 
for a surprising but well deserved victory. 

For St George, Bakis, as usual, was 
most dangerous but his usual deadly fin- 
ishing let him down while Maglis and 
Augerinos - formerly of Sydney Olympic - 
put in excellent games. 

The Coasties were well served by 
Byrn, who probably had his best match 
this season, whilst Peatey and Knight 
were always a danger up front. 

Agreat game worthy of a far bigger 
crowd than what was in attendance, 


ST GEORGE: Bihari, Maglis, 
Verrender (Leris), Bolianitis, Kladis, 
Petratos, Bakis, Augerinos, Galea 


Munoz), Papagergiou (Petrovski). 
CENTRAL COAST COASTIES: 


Meier, Matthews, Steele (Hokin), 
Drysdale, Peatey, Knight, Daley, Bym, 
Roberts (Roper), Ritchie, Sontag 
(Marshall). 

Yellows: 

Coasties: Drysdale, Knight. 

Saints: Galea 


SOCCER 
COAST! 


STIES 
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Alfonso Opazo: | Jeft Olver 


Backin business | Returns to Heidelberg 


By Mark Fisher 


ihnis week, in an 
inside Soccer 
exclusive, we talk 


to Heidelberg’s coach 
Jeff Olver as well as 22- 
year old star striker 
Alfonso Opazo, and dis- 
cover how one of 
Victoria's powerhouse is 
returning to reat form on 
the pitch. 

MF: Alfonso. you have 
shown that no opposition 
defence in the Victorian 
Premier League Is safe this 
season against your agility 
and deadiy-accurate finish- 
ing. Have you always been 
a natural-born striker? 

AO: Yes, | started off 
@8 3 junior at the age of four 
years oid, and ever since | 
began I've mainly been a 
striker. My father also 
played as a striker, in Chile 
@S an amateur, but when he 
came to Australia at the age 
of eighteen he concentrated main- 
ly on work, although he did once 
sign for Preston. 

MF: Last season you and 
midfielder Cesar Hermosilia were 
playing with Sunshine George 
Cross, and both made the cross- 
town trip when the Georgies were 
relegated to Division 1, You had no 
problems scoring goals last sea- 
son, Have you changed anything 
in your own game in order to allow 
you more goalscoring opportuni- 
ties this season? 

AO: | haven't really changed 
anything in particular, but | have 
worked harder with my training. 
Here at Heidelberg we train four 
nights. a week whereas down at 
Sunshine we trained two nights a 
week. Plus | have added expen- 
ence now, which helps me out on 
the field as I'm currently playing in 
my second Premier League sea- 
son. 

MF: Now you and Cesar | 
take it both share a South 
American heritage - are the two of 
you friends, and was there a spe- 
cial arrangement made in order to 
get the both of you to sign with 
Heidelberg? 

AQ: Yes, we're good friends 
off the field. When Heidelberg 
approached me (in the off-season} 
| didn't know # Cesar was likely to 
come here. | had had other offers 

| put to me from other Premier 
| League clubs. After | signed up, 
| the club told me they were chasing 
[Cena ae er: Cesar did go to 
Westgate part-way through fast 
season, and from there he ended 
up coming here, although I'm not 
| Sure of the details of his signing. 

You are the Victorian Premier 

League's top scorer with 9 goals 


50 Opazo: Heidelberg’s prolific young games against Brazil 


this time as coach 


ur second Heldeiberg star is one of Socceroos played in front of 40,000-50,000 plus 
Australia's best former-custodians and crowds. 

coach of Heidelberg and Carlton's Academy Many of your team-mates during the quali- 

team, Jeff Olver fiers have become household names first through 

playing and then through their respective coach- 

MF: Jeff, I'd like to start proceedings by ask- ing appointments i.e. Alan Davidson, ‘Mike 

ing you what is your best memory from your play- Peterseq, Frank Farina, David Mitchell, Graham 

ing days? Amold and Eddie 


JO: Obviously there % ae Sateen. Kmcevic. Was it always 
have been a few great 4 i of one Jeff 
memories, such as play- By . " ‘Olver to coach a club 


ing 300 NSL games, plus 
@ number of times for my 
country. Probably the 
most memorable time 
was the Olympics in 1988 
~ qualifying for it and then 
going over there and get- 
ting a result against 
teams like Yugoslavia as 
it was then. As well as 
that there were the 


with an NSL pedigree, 
such as Heidelberg? 
JO; I've been in the 
coaching game since 
1986, and no disrespect 
to the guys you just 
mentioned, but I've done 
my apprenticeship over 
a long period of time, 
Perhaps the differ- 
ence between them and 
me is that they went 
sotker including those during |. : : overseas and | didn't. | 
the Bicentennial Cup, i suppose goalkeepers 
C where we played against guys ke Romario and are seen a bit like drummers in @ band to a certain 
from 13 games. Have you set a | | Taffarel - obviously that was also a.greatmemory. extent, where the lead singer tends to get all the 
goal-scoring target to achieve by ‘Another great occasion was playing for the accolades, yet the guy up the back who keeps the 
season's end? first time at home in Melbourne for my country. My beat and keeps everything going might not. After 
AO: Once you are off the | | first fifteen international games were away, and the band breaks up the lead singer tends to go on 
mark at the start of the season you || playing at home in front of my parents against and become successful and the drummer tends to 
start to get an idea of what you can | | Everton in the Nissan Challenge Cup (I happened go somewhere else. 
reach. | just go out and try to score | | to save a couple of penalties that day) was a fan- Goalkeepers tend to be a little bit like that. 
every game in order to get the club | | tastic moment. I've been getting ready to coach NSL for the last 
the win. If | dont get a goal in a Even playing with Bulleen and winning a fifteen years - ever since I've been involved in 
particular game then the next || couple of championships with them, as well as coach education. 
‘week I'll try and score two goals. one at Heidelberg - these are all good memories. | cgached at Premier League levei when | 
MF: With the reputation | | But 1988 is probably the best memory - afterhav- was young as a player/coach, and I've been 
you've established for yourself as || ing played at that elite level as an intemational coaching via two stints here at Heidelberg. 
@ game winner, you will have no | | player. 
doubt caught the attention of not MF: A bit of nostalgia for you. Cast your mind 
only the rest of the Victorian | | back to the World Cup qualifiers in 1989 against 
Premier League, but the National Israel and New Zealand, where you and fellow Continued on page 24 
League as well. Have you been 
sounded out by any NSL clubs to. 
date? 


AO: I've heard things in the 
eet) Green Gully Cava 
jeave all that up to the interested 


Ate we ne are your long- ‘ bs Sem : we 2 Vv Altona Magic 
_AQ: Well, my long-term aim 
autennesecsiyeee, | GREEN GULLY SOCCER CLUB 
‘Seas. That's what I've wanted to Green Gully Reserve, Clubhouse Place 
do since a young ilor Downs, Victoria, 3038 

This is my ag yearatuni- | ‘TABARET ss ‘Tel: (03) e366 6697 ; 


versity - I'm doing a Bachelor of 
Business Management at 
Victoria University of Technology 
~|'d like to finish that so that | will 
have something to fall back on. 
Hopefully, next year or the year 
after would be great for me to 
‘step up to that level. | remember 
the words my father often said to 
me - “When you finish your 
schooling, you can go wherever 
you would like to be”. 


Fax: (03) 9367 1218 


TRADING HOURS 
Monday to Wednesday 9.00am — Midnight 
® Thursday to Friday —9.00am - 1.00am 
Saturday 11.00am — 2.00am 
Sunday 11.00am — Midnight 


GREEN GULLY BINGO Bet Cs Bistro 
EVERY THURSDAY Open Wednesday, Friday, 


; EYES DOWN 8.60pm Saturday & Sunday 
MF; Alfonso, thanks 
much for speaking with me today. | 3X S100 Games / 26 X $50 Games 6.00pm — 9.00pm 
JACKPOT $1000 Only 20¢'4 ticket World Cuisine... 


Visit our website at WWW.GreengullySoccer.com.aul 
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CRAZY JOHN’S VICTORIA RESULTS 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 1: Firsts: Rd 7: Richmond © Spring, While Eagles 0, South Dandenong 2 {Korkaric F, Coraiio 
G) Westvale 4 (Peppas G (3), Goutzioullis A), Lalor United 2 (Fposkd | (2)} Doncaster Rovers 1 (Hackett S), Sunshine Georgies 1 
(Hynds S) Essendon 3 (Medugors M, O'Donnell J, Barbieri A), Westem Suburbs 2 (Mussel G Gavran T) Westgate 1 (Spite D), 
Frankston Pines 5 (Lewis C (3), Keenan S, Lettieri T) Yarravilie Glory 7 (Keranis J) 
Reserves: Rd 7: Richmond 5 Spring. White Eagles 0, South Dandenong 2 Westvale 1, _Lalor United 1 Doncaster Rovers 1, 
‘Sunshine Georgies 1 Essendon 3, Westem Suburbs 1 Westgate 2, Frankston Pines 2 Yarraville Glory 2 
CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 2 NW: Fests: Rd 7; Melboume City 2 (Cardonne J, Grodi M) Altona City 1 (Caceres J), 
perigee geet airgap dee Noni mae eatery “ead 

o 2 Vv 
Whittlesea Sialkons 2 (Stubbins P. Kablar A) Nostn Coburg United 0 ~ gd 
Reserves: Ra 7: Melboume City 4 Allona Cay 6, Wernbee City 0 Geelong 5, Northcote City 2 Dismond Valley Utd 2, Moretand City 
1 Satelite City Rov’S 3, Nth Geeiong Warriors 3 Fitzroy City 3, Whittiesea Stallions 2 North Coburg United 0 
CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 2 SE: : Firsts: Rd 7: Kingston City 0 Frankston Strikers 0, Knox City 3 (Tidd M, Humibie A, 
toler J) Cranboume Comets 1 (Wright W), Old Scotch Waverley 1 (Marley S) South Wantima 1 (Ve§jovic N), South Springvale 0 
Se ee ee ee oe 
Reserves: Rd 7: Kingston City 3 Frankston Strikers 2, Knox City 0 Cranboume Comets 1, Old Scotch Waverley 3 South Wantima 
4 ‘South Springvale 2 East Richmond 0, Ringwood City 0 Springvale City 3, Stonnington Cay 0 Croydon City Arows 2 
CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 3 NW: : Firsts: Rd 7: Lalor 0 Pascoe Vale 2 (Bogoevski V, Santos A), Kelor Park 0 Beil Park 1 
(Reed A), Metton 3 (Krajna R, Docherty M, Rutherford G) North Cay Lions 0, Wiliamstown 2 (Perez R) Sunbury United 4, Corio 1 
ircaniaghay arg Park 2 (De La Plaza V, Mauna R), Geelong Rangers 1 (Walmsiey D) Croxton Park 6 (Redzepovic A (3), 
Reserves: Rd 7: Lalor 1 Pascoe Vale 1, Keilor Park 5 Bel Park 0, Melton 0 North Cay Lions 4, Witamstown 3 Sunbury United 2, 
Corio 1 Laverton Park 0, Geelong Rangers 3 Croxton Park? 
CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE 3 SE: Firsts: Rd 7: Seaford United 0 Cifton Hill United 0, Lyndale United 0 Endeavour United 1 
(Almeida P), Mooroalbark 0 Monwel Pegasus 3 (Villani C (2), Beamer D). Banyule City 0 Chelsea 1 (Grskavic T), Nunawading 
City 0 Keysborough 1 (Mandon V),_ City 0 Langwamin 4 (Parton S, Caffrey B, Kner G Caffrey L) 


Reserves: Rd 7: Seaford United 0 Clifton Hil United 4, Lyndale United 10 Endeavour United 2, Mooroolbark 0 Monwell Pegasus 1, 
Banyule City 0 Chelsea 1, Nunawading City 2 


Keysborough 2, Sandringham City 5 Langwarrin 3 
DIV 1: Firsts: Fd 7: Hoppers Crossing 3 (Russell J (2). Gorevsid J) Clayton 0, Doveton 4 (Lee R, 
Lee D (2), Sonn M) Nth Sunshine Eagles 2 (Muscat S; Huseyin D), Monbulk 2 (Doughty S, Stanisic G) Riversdale 1 (Kyriakou A), 
Templestowe Eagles 2 (lacuone P, Cardinale D) Brunswick City 4 (Fonianis J), Exvood City 3 (Craggs T (2), Jensen F) Sydenham 
Park 2 (Markowski T (2)), Springvale Condors 0 Mitcham United 2 (Stevens B, Beck S)Reserves: Rd 7: Hoppers Crossing 2 
Clayton 3, Doveton 8 Nth Sunshine Eagles 1, Monbulk 2 Riversdale 3, Templestowe Eagles 1 Brunswick City 1, Ewood Cay 1 
‘Sydenham Park 0, Springvale Condors 6 Mitcham United 4 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 2 NAV: Firsts: Rd 7: Whitesea United 4 (Yavuz S} Glenroy 2 (Rastocic S, Filpavic J), Melboumne 
University 1 (Watson A) Darebin United 1 (Belles A), Mill Park 1 (Mansour A) Broadmeadows United 0, Moreland United 1 (Kakos 
isa Soren ys aS fangs en tanPon fanaa sahara Ce 
Reserves: Rd 7: Whittesea United 1 Glenroy 3, Melbourne University 0 Darebin United 2, Mill Park 1 Broadmeadows United 2, 


(Gairatari H) Brimbank 8 (Pete D (3), Catandrelia M (3), Pedulla J, Mihaljevic |), Ascot Vale 4 (Mejia J) West Preston 1 

(Karatzaferis J), Flemington Falcons 1 (Pizzo C) Kellor United 1 (Muraca L), Northem United 7 (Nedelkov R (3), Tripunesié R, 
Matic M, Jokanovic S, Bazenski R) Meadow Park 1 (Coustenis C} 

Reserves: Rd 7: Westem Eagles 5 Brimbenk City 3, Preston South 3 Watsonia Heights 2, New South Port Utd 0 Brimbank 2, 

Ascot Vale 1 West Preston 2. Flemington Falcons 1 Keior United 1, Northem United 4 Meadow Park 4 

PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 3 SIE: Firsts: Rd 7: Paramore 1 (Varga A) La Trobe University 4 (Carmichael M, Rades P (3)), Rowville 

Eagies 1 (Voinea M) Endeavour Hills 2 (Anthony E, Moathoo N), Colingwood City 6 (Wiliams P (2), Alevizos D (2), Nabantids A) 

‘Old Melbournians 3 (Joyce Hess J, Wheeler J, Wu T), Old Camberwell Gramm 0 Beaumaris 2 (Baldwin A, Bozic M), Monash 

University 2 (Downes D, Costaras G) Noble Park 0, Berwick Kings 0 Thombury United 1 (Scarole L) 

Reserves: Ri 7; Parkmore 0 La Trobe University 4, Rowville Eagles 2 Endeavour Hills 0, Colingwood City 4 Oid Metbourians 2, 

Oid Camberwell Gramm 0 Beaumaris 3, Monash University 11 Noble Park 2, Berwick Kings 3 Thombury United 2 


STATE LEAGUE 1: FIRSTS 


South Dandenong 
Westvale 
Essendon 

Lalor United 
Western Suburbs 
Frankston Pines 
Yarraville Glory 
Richmond 
Doncaster Rovers 


Spring. White Eagles 


Westgate 
Sunshine Georgies 


STATE LEAGUE 2 NW: FIRSTS 


Fitzroy City 
Whittlesea Stallions 


North Coburg United 


Satellite City Rov'S 
Diamond Valley Utd 
Geelong 

Nth Geelong Warrio! 
Northcote City 
Moreland City 
Melbourne City 
Werribee City 
Altona City 


STATE LEAGUE 2 SE: FIRSTS 
Cranbourne Comets 


Knox City 
Frankston Strikers 
Kingston City 
South Springvale 
Springvale City 


Croydon City Arrows 


Stonnington City 


Old Scotch Waverley 


East Richmond 
South Wantirna 


Ringwood City 


STATE LEAGUE 3 
Bell Park 
Croxton Park 
Lalor 

Pascoe Vale 
Melton 
Williamstown 
Laverton Park 
Corio 

Keilor Park 

North City Lions 
Geelong Rangers 
Sunbury United 


STATE LEAGUE 3 
Langwarrin 
Lyndale United 
Keysborough 
Endeavour United 
Chelsea 

Morwell Pegasus 
Clifton Hill United 
Sandringham City 
Nunawading City 
Banyule City 
Mooroolbark 
Seaford United 


Continued from Page 23 


1 coached at Premier League level 
peg eats ala ai ae 


ing game with Carlton (the 4 
team) for the last three years, and on 


of that | was national coach of the 
team. ‘ 


friends. of mine but they have all gone 
away and have come back. 

So sometimes you have to go away, 
lead your country overseas and then 
fetum in order to to receive due recogn 
tion. 

Sometimes. you get pigeon-holed 
and often they presume: former goalies 
can only coach goalkeepers, yet in my 
case | have an advantage, Most coaches 
don't know how to coach goalkeepers 
whereas | do, as well 2s coach the other 


layers. 
MF; Sree a ee 


reverse the form the team was in earlier in 


ea oeasun? 


JO: Yeah, well obviously when 1 
came to the club | inherited sor 


slightly we have only conceded one goal 
in three matches. So, we felt that if we did- 
nt concede too many then we have a 
team here that can score goals, with the 
likes of Alfonso (Opazc) - the tcp goat 


Ss et ee 


Tuesday 16 May, 2000 


We've got a 
Jot of tall timber as well - we've got Sean 
Cunningham whe is quite tall, plus the 
likes of Mile (Mediedovic) and Cameron 
Brown. We've got a good blend, so at the 


Obviously though every one has got 
ambitions to be the ‘boss') and. at 
Heidelberg | am the Doss and | nun the 
show, ee é 

My ambition is definitely to coach 
NSL. | show people that! have a reputa- 

i developmental 
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| think Heidelberg has the potential to be 
as dig as South Melbourne again if they 
can get themselves on the right road. 
‘Ideally | would love to coach at NSL_ 


th 
| believe if | chance, 
will be able: ‘ the jo. You have just got 


role left” vacant by _newly-appointed 
Australian youth coach Ange Postecogiou. 
Did you put in an application for the posi- 
tion yourself? 

‘JG: Yes;l-was asked to - 2 commit- 
tea man here at Heidelbera asked me to 
put in an application, South Metbourne is 
seen as one of the leading clubs in 
Australia, but they may not have lived up 
to their potential to date, = 
FR eeines! coach at 
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improving Heidelberg hold Gully 


HEIDELBERG UNITED 0 


Round Thirteen 


GREEN GULLY CAVALIERS 0 


Monday evening at the Olympic Village, Melbourne. Crowd: about 900. 


By Mark Fisher 


game littered with half chances 
A= the best way to describe 

Heidelberg's clash with Green 
Gully last Monday night (after IS goes 
to press.) 

With Heidelberg needing maximum 
points to keep them more comfortably 
adrift of the relegation zone, and with a 
depleted Green Gully side looking eager to 
further extend their lead on the pack, the 
pre-match billing promised a iot more than 
an honest 0-0 draw. 

The defensive work on the part of 
Green Gully kept them in the game 
throughout, particularly through the efforts 
of the tireless Zoran Markovski and a bril- 
liant performance by newly-blooded 
youngster Stephen Camelleri. Camelleri 
came into the senior team in order to fill 
the void left by suspended stalwart Steve 
Douglas. 


VPL RESULTS 


ALTONA MAGIC 2 
Petrevski Z (2) 
OAKLEIGH CANNONS 2 
Strapelias A, Pino C 


ST. ALBANS SAINTS 1 

(NA) 

GREEN GULLY CAVAL'RS 1 
Becvinovski S 


BULLEEN ZEBRAS 0 
FAWKNER BLUES 0 


BENTLEIGH GREENS 1 
Rossios N 


FIRST GRADE 

GREEN GULLY CAVALIERS 
BENTLEIGH GREENS 
ST. ALBANS SAINTS 
ALTONA MAGIC 
PRESTON LIONS 
BULLEEN ZEBRAS 
ALTONA EAST PHOENIX 
FAWKNER BLUES 
OAKLEIGH CANNONS 
HEIDELBERG UNITED 


Indeed the Gully back three all did a 
fairly good job of scrambling and chasing 
when Heidelberg's dangermen Alfonso 
Opazo and George 
Angelo cut through on 
the break. Opazo par- 
ticularly looked men- 
acing in the second 
half. 

The first decent 
chance of the game 
came in the 28th 
minute when Zdravko 
Atanasovski sent a 
free kick from the left 
flank to the head of 
George Svigos, who 
was perfectly posi- 
tioned near the centre 
of the penalty area. 

Svigos helped 
the ball on to the far 
post with a bobbing 


PRESTON LIONS 0 


RESERVES: 


Altona Magic 0 

St Alban Saints 0 
Bulleen Zebras 2 
Bentleigh Greens 1 


Green Gully Cavs1 
Fawkner Blues 2 
Preston Lions 2 


PLAYED MONDAY NIGHT: 


Heidelberg United v Port Melb Sharks 
Melbourne Raiders v Altona East 
Phoenix 


DAnRADICS 
IDHweAAGaAhWO 


Oakleigh Cannons 4 


header, offering Tony Neceski a gilt-edged 
volley, which somehow travelled across 
the face of goal and out over the by-line. 

Arthur Tsonis for Heidelberg was next 
to find an opportunity in the 31st minute, 
when Gully ‘keeper Robert Brian down- 
ward palmed a ball that had been deliv- 
ered deep into the area, only to witness 
Tsonis size up a genuine crack at goal 
from 15 metres out. Tsonis rushed his 
shot and the ball ballooned well over the 
bar. 

Heidelberg looked 
more dominant in the 
middle during the first 
half, but faded slightly in 
the second, offering 
Gully more room down 
the flanks. Atanasovski 
worked well but found 
Peter Di lorio a difficult 
prospect to deal with 
along his preferred 
patch of real estate on 
the left. 

Opazo seemed 
destined to get through 
the back gates as the 
game wore on, and his 
moment came in the 
60th minute after substi- 
tute Tony Ouliaris pro- 
pelled upfield a 40 metre long ball into 
the striker's path. 

Only Markovski was able to keep 
up, and he flung out a leg to jolt the ball 
free of Opazo's wind-up at goal from just 
inside the box, with a nervous Brian 
shaping to block the strike. In the end 
the ball trickled forward for Brian to reel 
in after Markovski's clever disarming 
play. 

Nick Papadopoulos (pictured) was 
full of running through the middle, from 
opening to final whistle. His powerful 20- 
metre strike at goal in the 54th minute 
careered off Arthur Tsonis for a comer. 


~ VICTORIAN 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


Athur Tsonis: had a good chance for 
Heidelberg on 31 mintues. 


His ability to hold the ball up near the 
area with the defence closing was great to 
watch. In the dying stages of the game his 
subsequent ball through the heart of 
Heidelberg's backline to Neceski could 
have stolen a result for Gully; providing 
Neceski's shot from the left comer of the 
area was on target, rather than high and 
wide of the left post. 


HEIDELBERG UNITED: Papas, 
Makris (McAleer), Brown, De Propertis, 
Menijedovic, Hermosilla (Ouliaris), Di lorio, 
Tsonis, Opazo, Angelo, Cunningham 


GREEN GULLY CAVALIERS: Brian, 
Markovski, Spiteri, Camelleri, Georgiadis 
(Marinos), Atanasovski, Sevin, Suric, 
Svigos, Neceski, Papadopoulos 


BEST PLAYERS: 

3. Papadopoulos (Green Gully) 
2. Tsonis (Heidelberg) 

1. Camelleri (Green Gully) 


Referee: Dominic Barba 


www.soccervictoria.org.au 


Friday 19 May 
Port Melbourne Sharks v St Albans Saints - Anderson Reserve 
8.15(First Grade)/6.15 (Reserves) 

Oakleigh Cannons v Melbourne Raiders - Jack Edwards Reserve 
8.15(First Grade)/6.15 eserves) 


Sunday 21 May 
Altona East v Bentleigh Greens ~ Paisley Reserve 
3.00(First Grade)/1.00 (Reserves) 

Preston Lions v Bulleen Zebras - BT Connor Reserve 
3.00(First Grade)/1.00 (Reserves) 

Fawkner Blues v Heidelberg United - C.B. Smith Reserve 
3.00(First Grade)/1.00 (Reserves) 

Green Gully Cavaliers v Altona Magic - Green Gully Reserve 
7.00(First Grade)/5.00 (Reserves) 
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Inside Soccer 


Menapi continues 
goalscoring run 
in NZ 


By Jeremy Ruane 


elson Suburbs and Manawatu, two of 

the three Ansett National Club 
“Championship teams located outside New 
Zealand's four main population centres, 
are providing the main opposition to 
league leaders University-Mt. Wellington 
after the conclusion of the 
competition's eighth round. 

While Uni-Mount were 
held to a scoreless draw by 
Christchurch City in the South 
Island, two Commins Menapi 
goals were firing Nelson 
Suburbs to second place, 
courtesy a 2-1 victory over 
Dunedin Technical at Trafalgar 
Park. 

Mads Svenstrup scored 
Technical's reply, while Menapi 
is well clear in the race for the 
Golden Boot, having netted ten 
times already this season. 

Manawatu are a point behind Nelson in 
third spot, and have leapfrogged Central 
United after beating the Aucklanders 2-1 at 
Memorial Park. 

A double-strike from lan Robinson 
secured the points for the central North 
island team, with Daniel Aliaga providing 
some consolation for Central in stoppage 
time. 

The script was followed almost perfect- 
ly at Fred Taylor Park, where Waitakere City’s 
prodigal son, Thomas Edge, returned from a 
self-imposed break away from top flight foot- 
ball to score the only goal of the game 
against Napier City Rovers nine minutes from 


time. 

With injury and suspension depriving 
him of Nik Viljoen and Tim Stevens, City 
coach Steve Cain sounded the alarm earlier 
in the week, and the one-time All White strik- 
er, who is still one of the most potent finish- 
ers in the game in New Zealand, responded 
to the cail, and duly delivered. 

The first half dismissal 
of Ryan Dawkins was the 
only thing to spoil an other- 
wise perfect day for the pre- 
season favourites, who, 
despite winning, remain in 
seventh place, a result of 
Miramar Rangers’ bonus 
point-grabbing 4-0 win at 
Metro. 

An unimaginative 
encounter witnessed by just 
110 people - one of the low- 
est crowds ever for a game at 
this level in Auckland - saw 
Wiremu Patrick open the 
scoring for the visitors after just five minutes 
at Albie Turner Field. 

Rangers’ remaining goals came in a 
nine-minute flurry not long before the finish, 
with Simon George, Nic Longley and Curtis 
Berard taking advantage of some meek 
defending to produce a final scoreline which 
certainly flattered Miramar, as Metro proved 
themselves a more creative combination, but 
one lacking the finishing power to do justice 
to the non-stop promptings of midfield gener- 
al Sean Hird. 


Jamie Howe’s two late 
goals shock Rovers 


By Jeremy Ruane 


Wellington went back on top of the 
Ansett National Club Championship, 
succeeding Central United, whose 2-0 
loss at Christchurch City was their sec- 
ond loss in the South Island this season. 
Deane Hutchinson's second goal in as 
many weeks opened the scoring for City in 
the seventh minute, with Junior All White 
Brent Fisher wrapping up the scoring ten 
minutes before half-time, a result which pro- 
pels lan Marshall's side to sixth place on the 
table, six points off the lead. 

This has been assumed by Uni-Mount, 
whose 3-2 win at Miramar Rangers was 
marred by an injury to goalkeeper Simon 
Eaddy. Stu Roberts, Mare Hicks and Andy 
Brown saw the Auckland club shoot out to a 
3-0 lead, before Tim Butterfield and Curtis 
Bernard scored in the last fifteen minutes to 
reduce the final margin of victory to the odd 
-goal. 

Nelson Suburbs slipped into third place 
with a 1-1 draw at bottom-of-the-table Metro, 
but squandered the chance to climb higher 
still, 


[: round seven results University-Mt. 


Commins Menapi missing a 28th minute 
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penalty, having opened the scoring after just 
155 seconds. 

Graham Green restored parity for Metro 
just before the interval in an entertaining 
match which made light of the rain-soaked 
conditions at Anderson Park. 

Napier City Rovers were on course to 
climb the table late in their match at 
Memorial Park, Palmerston North. 

Chris Mclvor had given The Blues the 
lead at Manawatu, but two Jamie Howe goals 
in the last four minutes turned the home 
side's despair to delight at the death, in a 
match which saw Rovers' Perry Cotton sent 
off with seven minutes remaining, having 
committed two bookable offences. 

The day's other dismissal came at Fred 
Taylor Park, where Tim Stevens was both 
hero and villain for Waitakere City against 
Dunedin Technical. Having opened the scor- 
ing in the 47th minute, a rash lunge saw 
Stevens enduring an early shower just two 
minutes after Jared Medhurst had doubled 
City's advantage on the hour. 

Aaron Burgess gave the southerners 
hope late on, but City held on to their 2-1 
Jead to the finish. 

*For technical reasons we could not 
print round seven until this week. 


NEW ZEALAND 
NATIONAL 


CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 


0-0 University-Mt. Wellington 
24 Central United 


Christchurch City 
Manawatu 


|. Robinson (38, 81) D. Aliaga (90) 
Metro 04 Miramar Rangers 

W. Patrick (5) 

S. George (75) 

N. Longley (81) 

C. Bernard (84) 
Nelson Suburbs 24 Dunedin Technical 
C. Menapi (9, 47) M. Svenstrup (62) 
Waitakere City 4-0 Napier City Rovers 
T. Edge (81) 


Christchurch City 2-0 Central United 

D. Hutchinson (7) 

B, Fisher (35) 

Manawatu 2-1 Napier City Rovers 
J, Howe (86, 90) ¢. Melvor (65) 
Metro mW Nelson Suburbs 

G Green (39) C. Menapi (3) 
Miramar Rangers 2-3 University-Mt. Wellington 
T. Butterfield (75) S. Roberts (33) 

C. Bernard (85) M. Hicks (40) 

‘A. Brown (55) 

Waitakere City 2-41 Dunedin Technical 
T. Stevens (47) A. Burgess (78 


J. Medhurst (60) 


PW DL F AGDBPPts 
Uni-Mount 8 5 12151441 117 
Nelson Suburbs 8 4 3 115 1144 116 
Manawatu 8 4 2 2161145 115 
Central United 841 314104 114 
Napier CR. 831414 8+6 212 
Miramar Rangers 8 3 2 3151441 112 
Wakakere City 8 4 0 4131244 012 
Christchurch C. 86314193174 111 
Dunedin Tech. 8215 96 7 07 
Metra 812 5 718-11 0 § 


“BP = Bonus points 


ROUND NINE FIXTURES (MAY 21) 


Dunedin Technical v. Napier City Rovers - New Caledonian, Dunedin 
Manawatu v. Miramar Rangers - Memorial Park, Palmerston North 
Metro v. Christchurch City - Albie Turner Field, Auckland 

Nelson Suburbs v. Central United - Trafalgar Park, Nelson 
Waitakere City v. University-Mt. Wellington - Fred Taylor Park, Auckland 
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NSL Finals Stats wits ces 52 


ALL THE MAJOR SEMI FINAL RECORDS 


MAJOR SEMI FINAL RECORD SCORE: 
Marconi 7 - South Melbourne 0 (1992/93 2nd Leg). 


MAJOR SEMI FINAL RECORD CROWD: 
14,850 for South Melbourne v Carlton at Bob Jane Stadium 
(1997/98) 


MAJOR SEMI FINAL HIGHEST SINGLE GAME AGGREGATE 
SCORE: 


Seven goals: Marconi 7 - South Melbourne 0 (1992/93 2nd Leg) 


MAJOR SEMI FINAL BEST SINGLE GAME 

GOALSCORING PERFORMANCE: 

Doug Brown (2 goals.for South Melbourne v Melbourne Knights 
in 1984) and Andy Harper (2 goals for Marconi v South 
Melbourne in 1992/93) 


MOST MAJOR SEMI FINALS: 
South Melbourne and Melbourne Knights (7) 


MAJOR SEMI FINAL WINNERS TO TAKE TITLE: 
South Melbourne (1984) # 

Melbourne Zebras (1985) # 

Adelaide Clty (1986) # 

Marconi (1989) 

Marconi (1992/93) 

Melbourne Knights (1995/96) 

Brisbane Strikers (1996/97) 

South Melbourne (1997/98) 

South Melbourne (1998/99) 


# Denotes winner of a divisional major semi, when league was 
divided between southern and northern sections. 


MAJOR SEMI FINAL RESULTS DOWN THE YEARS: 
{All matches in the cities of the first-named clubs) 


1984 - (Sth Div) South Melbourne 3 - Melbourne Knights 2 
(Nth Div) Sydney City 1 - Sydney Olympic 4 
* Sydney City wins 4-2 on penalties 


1985 - (Sth Div) Melbourne Zebras 1 - South Melbourne 0 
(Nth Div) Sydney City 1 - Sydney United 0 


1986 - (Sth Div) Adelaide City 2 - Melbourne Zebras 0 


(Nth Div) St George 3 - Sydney United 0 


1988 - Sydney United 0 - Wollongong City 0 
* Sydney Utd wins 4-3 on penalties 


1989 - Marconi 1 - St George 0 
89/90 - Marconi 1 - Melbourne Knights 0 
90/91 - Melbourne Knights 4 - South Melbourne 0 


91/92 - Melbourne Knights 0 - South Melbourne 0 
* Knights win 5-3 on penalties 


92/93 - (ist Leg) South Melbourne 0 - Marconi 1 
(2nd Leg) Marconi 7 - South Melbourne 0 
* Marconi wins 8-0 on aggregate 


93/94 - (1st Leg) South Melbourne 1 - Melbourne Knights 2 
(2nd Leg) Melbourne Knights 2 - South Melbourne 2 
* Knights win 4-3 on aggregate 


‘94/95 - (ist Leg) Adelaide City 1 - Melbourne Knights 0 
(2nd Leg) Melbourne Knights 1 - Adelaide City 2 
* Adelaide City wins 3-1 on aggregate 


95/96 - (ist Leg) Melbourne Knights 4 - Marconi 0 
(2nd Leg) Marconi 2 - Melbourne Knights 2 
* Knights win 3-2 on aggregate 


96/97 - (ist Leg) Brisbane Strikers 1 - Sydney United 0 
(2nd Leg) Sydney United 2 - Brisbane Strikers 1 
* Brisbane wins on away goals 


97/98 - (1st Leg) Carlton 1 - South Melbourne 2 
(2nd Leg) South Melbourne 1 - Carlton 0 
* Sth.Melbourne wins 3-1 on.aggregate 


98/99 - (ist Leg) South Melbourne 2 - Sydney United 1 
(2nd Leg) Sydney United 0 - South Melbourne 0 
* Sth Melbourne wins 2-1 on aggregate 


Bernd Stange with the minor premiership. His 
Glory go to Wolves this Sunday. 


The run towards June 


MAJOR SEMI-FINAL 


[2 | Wollongong Wolves v Ej Perth Glory v 


Perth Glory Wollongong Wolves Loser Major semi-final 
* 


PRELIMINARY FINAL 


GRAND FINAL 


Winner Major Semi-Final 


ELIMINATION FINALS MINOR 
a 
[5 ][ber ores] [anno races 


Winner Minor semi-final 
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LIVE FRIDAY 19 MAY 7.30PM LIVE SUNDAY 21 MAY 5.00 


C7 SPORT cnannet13 C7 SPORT cuannen 12 


CARLTON 
Vv MARCONI STALLIONS 


| 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


']| Last Week: Cariten 0-1 away win over Stallions. 
‘Stalljogs 9-1 homs less to Cartion. 


. 
. 


sé See # tabee a 
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